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Chairman’s Column 

Autumn already, have you all been the stereotypical WI member and filled your freezers 
and jam jars with fruits and vegetables, made lots of jam and chutney or is it not your 
"thing"? Lots of blackberries and plums have been a bit later ripening this year and the 
fruits smaller but it is satisfying to have lots of produce stored away ready for using later 
in the year. We may need it if the shop shelves are emptier than usual, I am sure I can 
keep most of my family well supplied.                                                                                                                

Meetings in most halls are happening but not all venues are open even now. We have to 
take note of differing rules at each venue and adapt to them. Some seem to have very 
stringent rules and some are back to normal but we can adapt and work round what we 
may have to follow. The main comment we are getting is how wonderful it is to be 
meeting face to face and having speakers again. WIs will change how they run and may 
not be able to plan as far ahead as usual but if you need any advice or help please get 
in touch with the adviser team who can help you.                                                                             

We have sadly had some WIs closing recently due to various reasons, it is always sad 
to see this happen especially when some are almost celebrating their centenaries. It is down to us all as 
members to help our Committees run our WIs even if you don’t want to be on a Committee you can help share 
the workload by looking after and making welcome any new members, offering to share some of the jobs your 
officers do, and just supporting everything your WI does. A cake for refreshments, a raffle prize, a helping hand 
at an event, helping put chairs out if needed can all help keep our groups going. It’s down to us.     

Keep smiling ladies.  Janet 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Council Meeting 

Leicester Grammar School,  

Great Glen, Leicester LE8 9FL 

Saturday, 19 March 2022 

10.30 am – 3.30pm   Tickets:  £14 each 

Due to limited tickets, each WI will be allocated tickets 

pro-rata to their membership numbers plus one free 

delegate ticket.  

These need to be applied for before 26 November 2021 

using your WI’s dedicated ACM booking form. After this 

date any tickets not applied for will be released to 

members on the waiting list.   

Our speakers will be: 
 

Susan McEniff 

Director of Marketing & Fundraising, 

Leicester Charity Link  
 

 

Dickie Arbiter 

HM The Queen’s former press secretary. 

 

 

Dr Annie Gray 

Food historian, author and broadcaster. 

 Speakers subject to change at short notice. This event may be photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed.  

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/


Membership 

2    County News    October 2021 

The LRFWI Membership Committee is responsible for assisting WIs with any help they require.   
I hope you find the following items useful. Mandy Cutler, Membership Committee Chair.  
 

Hello Everyone, 

England is now on step four of the roadmap out of lockdown. This means there is an 

end to most legal social restrictions and WIs can meet in-person in full numbers. Good 

news! 

However, there are some safety measures which still need to be in place which the 

Government has outlined on gov.uk. 
 

If you want to see the full details issued by the NFWI, please click on the following link: 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/members-resources/resumption-of-wi-meetings 

Much of the following is common sense and what we already know. 

Also, there is an example risk assessment for a WI Meeting already completed on My WI – you can adapt 

this to suit your needs. 

Here are some selected points. 

Changes from 19 July: 

• No limit to the numbers of people who can meet either indoors or outdoors. 

• No requirement to social distance. 

• Face coverings are no longer mandatory but are advised for crowded spaces. 

Precautions and safety measures that must be in place:  

• While any number of people can meet indoors for meetings and activities it is still safer to meet outdoors if 

practical. When meeting indoors please make sure your meeting space is ventilated. 

• Please make sure members are continuing to clean their hands regularly. This can be hand sanitising or 

hand washing. Please remind members to bring their own hand sanitiser as well as providing a hand sanitiser 

for all. This is for both indoor and outdoor meetings. 

• Make it very clear that any members or visitors who have any Covid-19 symptoms must stay at home. Please 

be aware that this may increase the possibility of speakers or demonstrators having to cancel at short notice 

and factor this into your meeting plans. 

• If you have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test &Trace or NHS Wales Test Trace Protect you must do so. 

• Make sure frequently touched surfaces and/or surface that are likely to be touched by many people are 

regularly cleaned. 

• Continue to carry out risk assessments as working to ensure an event is as safe as possible is a legal 

requirement. It is also recommended that records are kept of any safety planning in case decisions are 

questioned in the future. 

There is a risk assessment template and an example completed risk assessment on My WI.  

See the link above. These are also available on the LRFWI website. 

• If you experience any Covid-19 symptoms you must get a PCR test. If you test positive and have attended an 
in-person WI meeting or activity within the last seven days you must inform the Secretary or President. 

We hope that all our members can enjoy coming together again and thank you for your adaptability and 

inventiveness over the past months.  Best wishes, Membership Committee. 
 

On 23rd August, NFWI launched a brand new WI Handbook! 

The WI Handbook covers everything you need to know about the WI, being a member, and 

setting up and running your WI. This includes the role of the WI officers, recruiting and retaining 

members, and dealing with affairs across the organisation. 

You can download the WI Handbook from My WI: https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/wi-
handbook  

A Word version is also available that can be edited in terms of font size or colours for 
accessibility purposes. 

Guidance on Resuming Meetings 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-summer-2021-roadmap/coronavirus-how-to-stay-safe-and-help-prevent-the-spread#keeping-yourself-and-others-safe
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/members-resources/resumption-of-wi-meetings
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/wi-handbook?fbclid=IwAR2A39rnMbvoLbK8n9x27ZanRzv5dkkq7LOvCExXqvqzNNtZq-vMJLbOrvo
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/wi-handbook?fbclid=IwAR2A39rnMbvoLbK8n9x27ZanRzv5dkkq7LOvCExXqvqzNNtZq-vMJLbOrvo


Top Tips for Treasurers 

It is coming to that time of year when your accounts 
need to be examined/ audited. 
 

Before taking your accounts to the examiner you need 
to fill in the Financial statement (FS). Remember:  
 

• The front page will need last year's figures putting 
in manually, and the brought forward balance 
from last year's accounts if they are printed from 
the computer. If not, all will need to be entered 
manually.  

• Enter agent’s fees in the correct boxes on the 
third page and make sure this is signed by your 
President and Treasurer before taking to the 
examiner.  

• Make sure all WI monies, petty cash, and savings 
accounts are shown.  

• It is good practice to take two copies of the FS - 
one for your records and one to be sent to WI 
House when signed by the examiner.  

• Your examiner will need all supporting 
paperwork, cheque books, paying in books, and 
bank statements showing both start and end 
dates for the current year plus a 
copy of last year's FS. 

 

If you have any questions,  

please email Maryhobbs@lrfwi.org 

Membership 
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Just a reminder that after your Annual Meeting, you need to complete the Annual Report Form and return it to WI 

House before Monday 22nd November with a signed copy of your 2020-2021 Annual Financial Statement and 

2022 Programme if available. 

2020 was not the easiest year for any of us, but please ensure that your Annual Report Form is submitted on 

time this year – so that the information about your WI is accurate for the latest Yearbook. 

Again, with the Covid context, your WI may have had very little financial activity going on. However, there still 

needs to be an Independent Financial Examination of your accounts in 2021. 

Finally if your WI is, sadly, struggling to continue please don’t forget that - in line with the WI Constitution - a WI 
Adviser must attend any Special Meeting where a resolution to suspend is voted on by members. 

Annual Report Form 2021 and Annual Financial Statement 2020-2021 

It has been a busy end to the 
summer at WI House with 
external painting of the 
building including the 
beautiful sash window 
frames. It has really 
smartened the building up 
and ensured the woodwork 
is preserved for years to 
come.  
We are open 9.30-1.30 
Monday to Thursday if you 
would like to admire them in 
person! 

WI House 

Bowls Taster Evening 

Twenty one ladies from 
around the County joined a 
Bowls taster evening 
followed by a fish and chip 
supper at St Margaret's 
Bowls Club. Members from 
the bowls club showed us 
how to bowl and even 
congratulated some of us on 

our efforts. It was a lovely evening for people to meet 
again and have a bit of fun. 

 

 

http://clipart-library.com/cliparts-accounting-machines.html
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Federation Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art & Crafts Committee event 

 

Hardanger Embroidery 

Workshop 

 

Saturday 16 October 

10am-3pm, WI House 

£20 
Norwegian white on white embroidery workshop suitable for 

beginners and those with some knowledge. 

Kits provided at a small extra cost but please bring a small 

pair of very sharp scissors & a magnifying glass if you 

usually need one. A packed lunch is required. Tea and 

coffee will be provided. 

Please contact your WI secretary for tickets. 

Food & Flowers Committee event 

Cocktails, Mocktails 

and Canapes with a 

Festive touch 

Saturday 20th November 2021 

2pm - 5pm 

Mary Forryan Centre, Hinckley, LE10 1LW 

Tickets £17.50 

Pick up some tips from the Cocktail Shaker Boys and 

sample their drinks with tasty canapés provided by the F&F 

team. Polly will create a pretty Christmas table centre so 

you will leave with lots of ideas for your festive gatherings. 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI secretary including any dietary requirements. 

A completed booking form is essential to secure tickets.   

Fund Raising Committee event 
 

A Little ‘Me Time’ 
Thursday 28 October 7pm 

 

Mary Forryan Centre, Hinckley, LE10 1LW 

Tickets £15 

Enjoy an evening with a fashion show and hair 

demonstration. Models will be showing the latest styles 

from Betty Ann’s Boutique in Hinckley. 

The hair demonstration will be by the well-known 

hairdresser, Scott Bailey. 

A light buffet supper will be served in the interval. Please 

bring your own drinks including alcohol. 

Please contact your WI secretary for tickets including any 

dietary requirements.  

Leisure Activities Committee event 

Belvoir Castle 

A Regency Christmas & Enlightened Light 

Trail in the Gardens 

Friday 3 December 2021 

Coach 12pm from WI House  Meet at Belvoir 1pm 

Coach departs Belvoir 7pm 

Ticket only £33    Ticket & coach £42 

Enjoy Belvoir Castle filled with exquisite and sumptuous 

Regency-styled decorations and a mile long magical trail in 

the gardens lit by thousands of twinkling lights and glittering 

light shows. There will also be time to enjoy the Engine 

Yard shopping village. See flyer for details. 
 

Please contact your WI secretary for tickets. 

Food & Flowers Committee event 

Festive Florals 

Workshops 

Saturday 4 December 

10am-12pm or 2pm-4pm 

Village Hall, Church Street, North Kilworth, LE17 6EZ 

Tickets £20 incl. materials & refreshments 

Choose a morning or afternoon class and let us know 

whether you would like to create a lovely door hanging or a 

table centre for Christmas. Local florist Heather O’Connor 

will be on hand to guide you. 

Please contact your WI secretary for tickets including 

dietary requirements.  

All events may be photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed. Speakers subject to change at short notice. 

See our website for latest event availability https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/event-calendars/federation-events#Federation Events 

Art & Crafts Committee event 

Christmas Dabble Day 

Saturday 27 

November 2021  

10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm 

WI House 

Tickets £5 per session 

Festive fun filled sessions with crafts for you to try. 

Basic sewing kit & glasses for close/fine work may be 

needed. There will be a small charge for some items. 

Tea/coffee will be provided. The latest Covid 19 measures 

will be in place. Please wear a mask / visor if you are able. 

Please contact your WI secretary for tickets stating your 

preferred time.  

Completed booking form is essential to secure tickets.   

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/event-calendars/federation-events#Federation Events


Food & Flowers Committee 

Many congratulations to Valerie Bourne of Melton Mowbray WI (pictured left) 
for growing the tallest sunflower in our competition – a towering 3.45m, or 11’ 
4” in old money! Thank you to the five ladies who sent in photos, I hope you 
had fun taking part. I was frustrated because my sunflowers didn’t open fully 
until five days after the closing date, and even then only grew to 2.4m, though 
my grandchildren were quite impressed, and the bees are enjoying them.     

 

Other entries from left to right 

Nailstone, Hathern, Nailstone, Oakham Afternoon & North Kilworth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacqui reminded us that pumpkins and a whole range of squashes will be in abundance for Halloween and 
shares two of her favourite recipes here: 

Roasted Squash and Sweet Potato Soup 

Ingredients 

1 onion, peeled and roughly chopped 

1 squash (butternut or crown prince work well),  

peeled, halved, deseeded & sliced into  

3cm x 2cm chunks 

500g sweet potatoes, peeled & cut into 3cm rings 

60ml olive oil 

1 tsp ground cinnamon 

½ tsp ground nutmeg 

1.5 litres vegetable stock 

125ml Marsala wine 

Salt and pepper 

 

For Serving 

125g crumbled blue cheese 

250 ml buttermilk, or plain runny yoghurt. 
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Preheat the oven to 200C, gas 6. Put the chopped 

onion, squash and sweet potato onto a baking sheet. 

Drizzle the oil over them and sprinkle with the cinnamon 

and nutmeg, then roast in the oven until tender, about 1 

hour depending on chunk size. 

While the vegetables are still warm (not hot), or at room 

temperature, liquidize them in 2 batches, adding 500ml 

of stock to each batch. 

Pour the blended vegetables into a saucepan, swill 

another 500ml of stock into the blender to get out bits 

and pour into the pan. 

On reheating to serve, add the marsala and taste for 

seasoning. Add up to 500ml water if the soup is too 

thick for your liking. 

Liquidize the blue cheese and buttermilk in a clean 

blender and spoon into a jug or bowl 

On serving, drizzle some of this mixture over each bowl.  
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Food & Flowers Committee 

Pumpkin Tarts 

Ingredients 

Polenta Pastry 
175g Plain flour or GF flour 
25g Polenta 
Pinch of fine sea salt 
100g salted butter 
2 large egg yolks 
1-2 tbsp cold water 
1 medium egg white 
 
Pumpkin puree 
1.5kg pumpkin 
Sea salt and ground black pepper 
1 head of garlic, cut in half horizontally 
Handful of rosemary sprigs 
Olive oil to drizzle 
 
Filling 
200ml Double cream 
10-12 sage leaves, snipped 
Few thyme sprigs, plus extra to sprinkle 
Sea salt and ground black pepper 
300g of the pumpkin puree 
2 large eggs lightly beaten 
3-4 tbsp grated parmesan 
 
Makes 8 individual 10cm tartlets 

Margaret Carter – Kilby and Glenhills WIs.  
Margaret was also a member of the Fund Raising 
Committee and the federation web editor. She had 
attended training in London in order to support the 
Federation and WIs with their web pages. Margaret had 
also been a member of our Board of Trustees and the 
Home Economics Committee. We also remember her 
for her love of cars and driving. She will be missed 
greatly by all of her WI friends.  
 
We would like to extend our sympathy to 
Sue Lobb on the recent death of her 
husband John. John had been a great 
support to the Home Economics 
Committee and at our ACM as well as 
being a huge support to Sue with all things 
WI. 

In Memory 

To make the pumpkin puree, preheat the oven to 170/gas 3. Cut 

the pumpkin horizontally and remove the seeds. Score the flesh, 

season with salt and pepper and rub with the cut garlic halves. 

Lay rosemary sprigs and a garlic half in each pumpkin half. 

Drizzle with oil and place on baking trays. 

Roast the halves for about an hour, until tender, when a knife 

slips into the flesh with ease. Take out the rosemary and garlic 

(reserve the garlic and make into soup later). While still hot scoop 

out the pumpkin flesh and puree in a blender or food processor. 

To make pastry, put the flour, polenta and salt into a food 

processor. Cut the butter into cubes, add to the processor and 

process briefly until the mixture looks like fine breadcrumbs. Add 

the egg yolks and 1 tbsp water and pulse until the mixture starts 

to clump together. Add more water if it is too dry, until you can 

press dough into a ball. Wrap and chill for 30 mins. 

Put the cream into a small saucepan and add the snipped sage, 

thyme sprigs and a pinch of salt. Simmer, remove from heat and 

leave to cool completely. 

Roll out the pastry and line 8 10cm tartlet tins, trimming off the 

excess pastry. Brush insides with the egg white, then chill for 1 

hour 

Preheat the oven to 180C, gas 4.  Line the tartlet cases with 

parchment and baking beans and bake for 15 mins. Remove 

beans and paper and bake for a further 5 mins. Remove and 

lower temperature to 170C, gas 3. 

Strain the herb cream through a sieve into a bowl, removing the 

herbs. Stir in the pumpkin puree and beaten eggs. Season well to 

taste, spoon into the pastry cases, then sprinkle with parmesan 

cheese and a few thyme leaves. Bake for 20-25 mins until set and 

lightly golden. 

Cool in the tins before removing, and serve. For canapes, cut into 

4 before serving. 

Lady Denman Cup 2021 

“Let me show you what a 
woman can do!”  

 
The NFWI invited members to 
submit a piece of writing, fact or 
fiction, in any style (story, poem 
etc.) based on a painting by 
Artemisia Gentileschi.  
 

We were delighted to receive entries of a very high 
standard. 
 
Congratulations to the following members who were 
successful in having their entries forwarded to NFWI. 
 
Rachel Herbert, Huncote WI 
 
Pauline Jayes, Harby WI 
 
Karen Smith, Huncote WI 

http://clipart-library.com/pumpkins-cliparts.html
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FIFTY OF YOUR FIVE-A-DAY QUIZ RESULTS 
Thanks to everyone who supported this quiz which yielded a much needed and welcome total of £190 for Federation Funds. 
Special thanks as always to those members who sell on copies to their fellow members as well as friends and family; you 
know who you are and how much I appreciate your support and help. 
Altogether 82 entries were received, out of which 29 were all correct. From these, the lucky winner drawn at random was 
Alison from Nottinghamshire - not a Leics/Rutland member, but who purchased her copy from Wing WI. Alison has now 
received her prize of £25. 
You can find the full answers by going on to the website—Latest News - https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk 
I am now working on my next quiz, so for those of you on the subscribers’ list, keep an eye out for your copy landing in your 
inbox with the next 2-3 weeks. 
Many thanks once again. 
SUE LOBB 

Around the Counties 

 

Birstall & Wanlip WI are back at the British 
Legion!  

28 ladies met on the 1st Monday of 
September and were entertained by Paul 
Reynolds a retired firefighter. He told them 
some amazing tales of his career sad, funny, 
uplifting and unbelievable. Paul also dressed 
Carolyn, a willing volunteer, in his firefighters 
uniform. 

 

 

Birstall & Wanlip 

Hinckley Canalside WI held their first ‘face to face’ meeting in 

September. 

It was lovely to see so many members and guests enjoying 

the opportunity to get together. 

It was a very special night as we enter our 10th year. What 

started in 2011 at a meeting attended by 30 people has 

grown significantly and this is testament to the friendship and 

camaraderie we all share. 

To celebrate, one of our members, Karen 

Morgan, made cakes and members who 

had been present in our first few months 

were given certificates to recognise their 

loyalty. 

It was a lovely evening and enjoyed by 

everyone. 

 

 
 

 

Hinckley Canalside 

. 

 

 

Melton afternoon group were able to meet up again at long last to celebrate their 21st 
birthday last week. 

We all enjoyed a talk by Eileen Smith from Botcheston followed by tea and a delicious 
cake made by Clarissa. We also welcomed four new members to our group so it looks 
as if things are on the “ up” at long last. 

 

Pictured—Clarissa Kettle (master baker!) and our chairman Gillian Beavis. 

 

 
 

Melton Afternoon 

Sue Lobb’s Quiz 

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/annual-conference-bournemouth-2019
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At our first meeting back in our village hall, we were 

delighted to welcome Julie Ede who gave a fascinating talk 

on the turbulent life of Edith Piaf. Born in Paris to parents 

who were street entertainers, Edith followed in that 

profession and her voice was recognised at an early age. 

She was invited to perform in bars and clubs and her fame 

soon spread in France, across Europe and to the USA. She 

craved the attention of admirers and fans and when 

relationships failed she became depressed and turned to 

alcohol and drugs. She suffered much loss and sadness but 

her last husband, Theo, remained at her side until her death 

in 1963. All our members enjoyed Julie’s presentation and 

we were all so glad to be back together almost like old 

times. We held a competition of a decorated flower pot, 

which was won by Rosie, who had 

painted hers in the style of floral barge 

ware. All the entries were very 

attractive and original!  

Our member Mary Bullivant celebrated 
her 95

th
 birthday recently and we 

delivered a bouquet and cards with 

good wishes from us all. 
 
Sheila 
Loughan, 
Rosie Bannister, Chris Rowe, Julie 
Clark, Allison Dawes and Fran 
Marsland knitted a total of 325 little 
hats for Age UK Leicester’s appeal 
for hats to decorate Innocent 
Smoothie bottles. The charity will 

receive a donation from the company for each smoothie with 
a hat sold. 
 

Broughton Astley’s Family Fun day 
had to be postponed due to the 
stormy weather forecast, but the 
Tea Dance in the Village Hall went 
ahead and we served cakes and 
refreshments for the dancers, which 
were enjoyed as always!  

Broughton Astley 

August was a busy 
month for 
Markfield WI  On 
9th August we 
once again went to 
the Grey Lady for 
our anniversary 
meal. 19 members 
were able to 
attend and as 
always the food 
and company were 
excellent.   

16th August saw 
several members at 
Little Markfield Farm to 
meet the Alpacas. 
Whilst feeding the 
Alpacas we learned 
about their care and 
management after 
which there was an 
opportunity to walk the 
Alpacas followed by a 

lovely cream tea; we would like to thank everyone at the farm 
for a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Markfield 

Around the Counties 

Hollycroft WI were delighted to meet up again with friends 
when they held their first face to face meeting of the year in 
August. The downside was having their brains tested.  
Members were divided into teams and invited to guess the 
value of a selection of antiques brought along by The Two 
Janets. Ranging from battered toys and annuals to an old 
fashioned, considerably valuable looking glass bottle, points 
were given on a sliding scale from a ‘direct hit’ to the furthest 
out from the true value.  Much hilarity and a few cheers – 

along with several ‘I told you so’s’ - 
followed when the real values were 
marked against the estimates. Bargain 
Hunt need have no fear of golden gavels 
being won by this crowd! Fun With 
Antiques it certainly was but a visit from 
The Two Janets never fails to entertain, 
whatever topic is chosen from their 
extensive repertoire.  

Hollycroft 

New Barkby WI held their first meeting since March 2020, in 
August, with Jayne Good demonstrating her painting 
expertise with wet on wet, a seascape picture, which she 
placed into a frame, reminding members of what the sea 
looks like from landlocked Syston. 
The second meeting, in September, gave members and 
visitors the opportunity to see the items made in aluminium, 
from speaker and demonstrator, Mr Matthew Warburton, 
from Ashby-de-la-Zouch, accompanied by his daughter 
Madeleine. The talk entitled ‘The Road to Aluminiumart, 
from Bugattis to Butterflies’. There was a varied display of 
items, such as butterflies, flowers, framed pictures, including 
one of a London skyline. Members were able to look at the 
items more closely after the talk. Madeleine also creates 
smaller objects, pressed out of old drinks cans. She had 
made some small butterflies, mounted onto an aluminium 
stem. 
Two monthly meetings to try to get back to some kind of 
normality after almost eighteen months of lockdowns etc.  

New Barkby 

Cossington welcomed Analiza Jones as 
their guest speaker to their August Zoom 
meeting.  Analiza spoke about her hand-
woven bags, made from the fibres of the 
locally grown Abaca plants, from the 
Philippines. With the aid of slides she 
took us through the processes of making 
the bags with little humorous stories and 

anecdotes in between. She finished by showing us some of 
the beautiful bags made. A lovely, enjoyable evening. Her 
facebook page is called Habi Bags  

Cossington 



Around the Counties 
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To mark our 70
th
 birthday and to celebrate 

meeting up again Countesthorpe ladies 

enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea in the 

village hall.  The tea was provided by 

Buddies of Wigston and was served by 

them too which meant we could all relax 

and tuck in together.  It was 

wonderful to see everyone 

again and we all relaxed 

very quickly into chatting 

and catching up.  Diana Lee 

made us a lovely birthday 

cake. 

Our president Dorothy Wells 

interspersed the afternoon 

with snippets from past committee meeting minutes which 

proved to be both poignant and entertaining. She has been 

president a number of times over the decades and Diana Lee 

has made an awful lot of cakes for us! 

Our founding 

members back in 

June 1951 included 

Mrs Hayfield as 

president, Mrs 

Burnard as 

secretary and Mrs 

Budden as 

treasurer. Mrs 

Baldrey and Mrs Daisy Hancock were involved very early on 

too. I’m sure they’d be proud of our resilience and 

commitment to our WI through this difficult time.  Mrs 

Baldrey’s daughter Maureen Williams continues to be one of 

our very long standing and active members. 

To round off the afternoon and 
send us home smiling, Dorothy 
read an amusing account of trying 
to buy a swimming costume. From 
being boned and trussed to being 
squashed into today’s strong 
Lycra fabric and finally finding that 
what you’ve chosen may become 
transparent in water! 

Countesthorpe 
 

At long last Kirby Muxloe WI have had their first full meeting 

since the dreaded “c” word began and what a way to kick off 

with the Cocktail Shaker Boys demonstrating a variety of 

alcoholic and non alcoholic cocktails. 

It certainly got our new year off to a good start along with 

being able to welcome new members and visitors who, 

fingers crossed will also be joining us in the near future. 

Although bubble groups, technology and the telephone have 

kept us all connected it was delightful see everyone in person 

and all at the same time. 

We enjoyed hearing about the many things members have 

been doing for the last 18months to keep busy and 

productive.  

We did have a lovely Garden Party in July where we were 

served a beautiful Strawberry Cream Tea by the Committee 

in a members garden which was socially distanced at that 

time but never the less an enjoyable and beautiful sunny day. 

Our knitters have produced the 

most amazing amount of items to 

be sent off to Malawi. 

There are bright beautiful twiddle 

muffs with lots of texture and lots 

of colourful blankets and jumpers 

in various sizes. These will be sent to 

Malawi in a container with medical 

supplies. A volunteer personally 

takes them to a village where they 

are sorted and then distributed at the 

clinic and orphanage in time for 

Christmas. 

There have also been small group walks to see the Bluebells 

at Staunton Harold and a trip to Sence Valley to check on the 

Tree Planting that was done in what seems many moons 

ago.  

We have recently joined forces with the Kirby Muxloe 

Womblers, litter picking once a month in and around Kirby 

Muxloe. 

The Book Club are now meeting in person again and the 

Craft Group looks set to start up again in September. 

To say we've all missed our monthly meetings is somewhat 
of an understatement as I assume for all WI's everywhere 
and like us looking forward to starting this next chapter with 

thanks and enthusiasm.  

Kirby Muxloe 

 

WI Picnic Tuesday 24th August 

The weather was not kind to us but many of you turned up, 

(about 25), wrapped up against the chilly evening but with 

bunting flying, lots of tales and a new baby to welcome to the 

group, we soon got warm; chatting and laughing.  It was so 

good to be together again. Thanks to those who came, for 

making the evening special.  

We think we might make a summer picnic a regular yearly WI 
event. 

Sheepy 

mailto:WI@s
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Breedon On The Hill WI had their first inside meeting, they 

did an Eat Well For Less food tasting. 

On the menu for testing was 

Peanut Butter, Cheese & 

Onion Crisps, Chocolate 

marshmallow Teacakes and 

Hot chocolate, it was 

incredible how each table 

had such different taste 

opinions.  

 

Each type of food was 

Aldi, Tesco, M&S and a 

Brand. They all thought it 

was great to be back and 

meeting everyone. 

 

Thanks goes to Helen 
Hall, President 

Breedon on the Hill 

Ullesthorpe WI has at last returned to some form of normality. 
Members met for an afternoon tea in the garden of a member 
and then held their first meeting in 
the village hall on 12th August. 
The speaker was Nick Syderham 
from the Canine Partners 
Association. He talked about their 
excellent work dedicating 
themselves to help transform the 
lives of disabled people through 
their amazing assistance dogs. 
Their dogs give their partners 
greater independence and a 
better quality of life. The dogs are 
free of charge and specifically 
trained to each persons needs. 
There is no government funding 
and they rely on public donation. 

We saw how dogs were 
trained to help with daily 
chores such as laundry and 
every day tasks. They could 
be trained to tidy away 
belongings, open doors get 
milk from the fridge and even 
help their partners dress. 
We watched videos of dogs 
helping with shopping and 
getting money from machines. 

It costs £30,300 to rear and train a 
dog successfully. 
There is a shortage of breeders and 
puppy trainers. It is amazing how 
dogs can pick up what is needed 
within a home without help. 
A donation was made to the group. 
 
The ladies of Ullesthorpe also have 
adopted a planter outside the village 
hall to commemorate the 95th 
birthday of the WI in the village. 

Ullesthorpe 

Around the Counties 

We were ‘Back in Business’ on the evening of 10
th
 August 

when we had our first meeting in the Parish rooms since the 

Covid 19 Pandemic changed our lives in so many ways.  

We were able to open up our meeting to those members 

who wanted to attend and it was lovely to meet so many old, 

and new, friends. Thank you to everyone who came along. 

Our Speaker for the evening was Anne Bufton-McCoy who 

told us about her experiences as Head of an Inner City 

School in Birmingham. Anne is also Chair of the 

Warwickshire Federation. Anne gave a lighted hearted, and 

on occasion poignant, story about her encounters within 

schools – this was very challenging for her at times but there 

were many positive outcomes. 

It was important to note during refreshments that no one had 
lost their skills in relaxing, laughing and chatting – this 
important business had been so missed by everyone. 

Witherley 

Leicester Ladies were delighted to be back in a new venue 
Wygeston House Bar and Restaurant on Monday 16th 
August 2021.     

 

Meeting members again 
after 16 months was very 
emotional. This was a 
social meeting and the 
members enjoyed a fun 
quiz and catch up chat.  

To enable members who 
cannot attend we will zoom 
the meeting as well as 
holding it in venue.   

Leicester Ladies 



Around the Counties 
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At our August meeting on 
17

th
 we welcomed Julie 

Ede who gave us a 
wonderful talk on CoCo 
Chanel. We also 
welcomed guests 

We had a show of slides 
depicting CoCo's amazing 
life. 

She started off as a very 
poor orphaned girl, a situation which she hid for the rest of 
her life.  

She designed simple dresses which were the opposite of 
much of the fashion at the time, this made her designs stand 
out, she used little black dresses with white collars and cuffs, 
reminiscent of the nuns who were involved in her childhood. 

She was sponsored by a succession of wealthy and 
influential men, and amassed a great deal of personal 
wealth she maintained her slim build and looked young even 
when she was in her 60s. 

She had a contract with MGM for 1 million dollars and 
advised on design, then returned to Paris during the 
depression. She organised a diamond exhibition to lift spirits. 

During the war she stayed at the Ritz in Paris. 

She started to step back slightly in her business and Carl 
Lagerfeld took on a lot of the design. 

She died on 10
th
 January 1971 in her sleep of old age. 

Our next meeting is on 21
st
 September and is Joe Oldacre 

and the Anker Morris Men.  

Joe will give a talk on Morris Dancing with a practical 
demonstration (hopefully). 

October meeting is on the 19
th
 and is The Beauty room with 

Sophie Johnson. 

November 16
th
 is our Annual meeting followed by Christmas 

Crafts with Carolyn Boulter. 

December 21
st
 Christmas party. 

January 18
th
 Fun and games, Table games, quiz and chat. 

February 15
th
  Wine tasting with John Whitehead. 

March 15th   Hopefully Tai Chi. 

April 19
th
 Monthly meeting. 

We would love to welcome guests, so if anything appeals to 
you please join us. 

Stoke Golding 

At last! Elmesthorpe have held their first face-to-face meeting 

since February 2020. Members enjoyed a trip down memory 

lane with speaker Paul Gardner from "Hinckley Past & 

Present" who gave an excellent presentation of the history of 

local villages.  

Also, (at last!) 4 Elmesthorpe ladies were able to use the 

High Cross Bursary to attend a craft course at "Greenwood 

Days" in the National Forest. 

Jo, Dani, 
Jane and 
Linda 
proudly 
show their 

willow 
hare. 

Elmesthorpe 

Members of Caldecott WI recently enjoyed an afternoon tea 
at the village hall to celebrate their 95th birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The celebratory cake was made by member Aileen Ward 
who has won the ACM cookery competition for the last 3 
years and the theme of the cake was promoting the SOS 

save our honeybees campaign. 

 

 

Caldecott 

 

Our 40th birthday 
celebrations with 
Linda Topley and 
Kay Jelley who kindly 
made the delicious 
cake.  

Glenhills 



MARTIN TIBBLES 

 

PAINTING  & DECORATING                       

SERVICES 

For all your home and  

Exterior re-decoration  

requirements by a qualified  

tradesman. 

Covid Vaccinated 
 

Contact Martin on 

0116 2910489  or  07855 412 945 
Free estimates and advice given.  
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Please send material for County News to 
WI House by email: wihouse@lrfwi.org 
or post to arrive by the FIRST of the 
preceding month at the latest. 

Advertising Rates  

WI Announcements  5p pw  
For sale/wanted (WI only)  
5p per word text only. £5 per column inch 
with graphics. 
Minimum charge  £3.00 
Charity rate  £5.00 per column inch 
Commercial rate (including WI members 
business advertising) 
£9.00 per column inch 
 

Discounts available for regular  
advertisers. Please pay on receipt of 
invoice only.  
 

We do not accept any responsibility for any 
adverts published in County News. 

Advertisements 

CFS  Computers 
PC & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal—Data Recovery                                               

Websites—Screen Repairs                                                                  

www.cfscomputers.co.uk 

 

Monthly Draw Winners! 

Congratulations to our Monthly Draw winners for August! 
 

1st Prize £25 

No. 19 
Diana Lee, Countesthorpe WI 

 

2nd Prize £15 
No. 38 

Pauline Holbrook, Waltham on the Wolds WI 
 

3rd Prize £10 
No. 37 

Sue Kirk, Barkby & Beeby WI 
 

Thank you to all of the members who have 
supported the Federation by buying a Monthly 

Draw ticket! 

To raise awareness of the 

work of Associated Country 

Women of the World 

(ACWW), and to support the 

‘Pennies for Friendship’ 

appeal, the federation have 

a powerpoint presentation 

you can use at your 

meeting.  

There is a charge of £10 

towards federation funds.  

Please contact WI House if 

you are interested. 

wihouse@lrfwi.org 

 

Public Affairs 


