
Leicestershire & Rutland 

April 2022                                                          Issue 482 

County News 

Federation Chairman 
Janet Kirk 

janetkirk@lrfwi.org 

Federation Treasurer 
Linda Martin 

lindamartin@lrfwi.org 

Federation Secretary 
Sarah Freeman 
fedsec@lrfwi.org 

Accounts Assistant 
Anila Patel 

finance@lrfwi.org 

Leicestershire & Rutland Federation of Women’s Institutes  
incorporated in England and Wales as a Company limited by Guarantee No. 02769771  Charity Reg No. 1016 766 

WI House, 135 Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5LQ   

Tel: 0116 2661342 Email: wihouse@lrfwi.org 

Opening hours: Mon-Thurs 9.30am—1.30pm     

www.leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk or scan QR code 

Find us on Facebook: Leicestershire & Rutland Federation of WIs 

1    County News  April 2022 

Chairman’s Column 

The world has become a less safe space for many with the terrible happenings in 
Ukraine recently. It is difficult writing this so far in advance of you receiving it as the 
situation can change so suddenly. I am sure many of you are helping out locally 
collecting items to help people who have had to leave everything behind in their 
homeland or donating funds personally to the many organisations that can assist on 
the ground. We can only hope that the war is soon over, and other countries are not 
facing the same nightmare situation.                                                                                         
It’s great to see so much more happening within WIs now that everything is easing, 
there are lots of lovely photos of what WIs have been up to in County News and lots 
of ideas you can use for your own WIs. At Federation we are also able to offer more 
things so please let us know if there is anything you would like to try or somewhere 
to visit and we will see what we can organise for you.                        
To end I would like to say a massive thank you to all the WIs that have welcomed 
me so warmly during my term as County Chairman. I did not stand for re-election 
this time as I felt I had done long enough. All the members that have been so 
helpful during my time as Chairman have made the role so much easier. It was a 

special time to be Chairman celebrating the National Federation Centenary and our own as well with lots of 
lovely memories. Don’t worry though I am still continuing as a Trustee on the Board and a WI Adviser, so you 
will still see me around. Why don’t you consider standing for office, you may find it takes you further than you 
think? The new Officers will be announced at the end of the Annual Council Meeting. 
With thanks and best wishes. Janet                                    

The winners of this years Skittles are GILMORTON WI (pictured 
left) and the runners up are NARBOROUGH & LITTLETHORPE 
WI (pictured below). 
 

On the evening of Tuesday 1st March the skittles final was held at 
the Red Admiral in Broughton Astley, it was a nailing biting match, 
both teams doing really well. 
The final game that was 
played just for fun was a 
DRAW! Well done to both 
teams for an exciting final 
played with good humour. 
The trophies were presented 
followed by a supper and 
everyone having time for a 
good chat with friends.  

 

Welcome done everyone, look forward to you defending your titles next year!!! 

Skittles Competition 

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/


Membership 
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The LRFWI Membership Committee is responsible for assisting WIs with any help they require.   
I hope you find the following items useful. Mandy Cutler, Membership Committee Chair.  
 

WI Advisers are members just like you, who have been put forward 
by the federation to fulfil this role. As a WI Adviser you would 
establish new WIs and help existing WIs to grow by promoting 
membership, providing advice, and running training sessions.  

As well as developing new skills, such as public speaking and digital 
communication, training will offer you a recognised qualification. Why 
not contribute to the success of LRFWI and beyond? 

It is a rewarding role and full training is provided to volunteers with all 
expenses paid. NFWI trainers provide training in a blended learning 
format – online webinars and residential sessions. 

Candidates should have served on their own WI Committee as well as being familiar with a range of IT systems. 

Want to know more? 

Come and visit us on our stall at the ACM on Saturday 19th March, where we will be displaying information 
about the WI Adviser role and training. Anne Fullagar and myself will be happy to chat and answer any 
questions. 

You can also go to: https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/federation-team/federation-roles/wi-advisers 

My email address is: mandycutler@lrfwi.org 

The Covid context has prompted some of us to run our WI monthly members’ meetings - or committee meetings 

– online as well as face-to-face. 

But offering the hybrid format may also help members who have mobility or travel issues. 

WI Advisers would like to hear from you if: 

 your WI is familiar with the hybrid set up and would be willing to skills share with another WI 

 your WI would like to know more about how to run hybrid meetings. 

Please email me at: mandycutler@lrfwi.org 

The Platinum Jubilee will mark Her Majesty’s 70-year reign and a blockbuster 

weekend of celebrations is planned from Thursday 2 June until Sunday 5 June to 

mark this historic milestone. 

The NFWI will be supporting The Big Jubilee Lunch and encouraging WIs around 

the country to celebrate the Jubilee with fellow members, friends, family and their 

local communities on Sunday 5thJune. 

 

Some LRFWI members may have joined Tracey Robbins, Head of UK Delivery, Big Jubilee Lunch, and Vicky 

Constantine-Foster, NFWI, online on 2nd March to find out more about the event and how your WI can get 

involved. 

Check out My WI if you would like to watch a recording of this session. 
 

We look forward to finding out how WIs across the federation celebrated the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee. Remember to send in your photos and reports to WI House for a bumper August issue of 

County News. 

Interested in becoming a WI Adviser? 

Hybrid Meetings 

The Big Jubilee Lunch 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/federation-team/federation-roles/wi-advisers
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NFWI Events 

Lady Denman Cup Competition 2022 

The Power of Community 
Celebrating the Queen’s 

Jubilee, supported by 

The Big Jubilee Lunch 
 

Using no more than 500 words, submit a piece of 

writing, either comical, serious, fact or fiction, which 

reflects the powerful impact when a community comes 

together. 

£5 per entry. Critiques are optional and must be 

selected and paid for as an additional fee.  

Deadline—Friday 29 July 2022. 

All forms relating to the competition can be 

downloaded from My WI. 

Please send your entry directly to the Activities Team 

at the NFWI and not to WI House.  

Huxley Cup Competition 

2022 (Supported by RSPB) 
 

WIs are invited to design a small community space for 

wellbeing and wildlife. The wildlife aspect of the entry 

should focus specifically on the theme of:  

Our Fabulous Flying Friends  
Think about birds, bees, butterflies, moths, and bats!  

This competition is open to all WI members; entries 

must be submitted on behalf of the WI and not as an 

individual.  

WIs must submit their finished design directly to the 

NFWI for judging. Deadline for entries is 19 August 

2022. Each entry must be accompanied by a WI Entry 

Form (forms can be found on My WI). 

Cost of entering is £5 per WI (will be invoiced) 

Following your last Annual Meetings, in autumn 2021, WI Secretaries should have forwarded a copy of their 

Annual Report and a signed copy of the 2020 – 2021 Annual Financial Statement to the Federation Secretary, 

Sarah Freeman, at WI House. Sarah’s email address is: fedsec@lrfwi.org 

WI Advisers will be contacting those WIs who have outstanding documents. Please do not assume that your IFE 

has forwarded your Financial Statement. 

Please get in touch if you need some help. Contact details of WI Advisers can be found in the LRFWI Yearbook 

under the Membership Committee. 

Membership 

Outstanding Annual Reports and Financial Statements 

Federation Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance & House Management Committee event 
 

Photograph 

Competition 
 
 

Leicestershire & Rutland Scenes and Events. 
 

Bid to make County News with your photo! 

£2.00 per entry  

(No more than 3 entries per member). 
 

Photos to be submitted by Thursday 28 July 2022 for 

judging. The winning entry will receive a prize. 
 

We need only digital photos sent by email or memory stick 

of high resolution (min. 1MB). Landscape layout. 
 

Entry form, rules and details on flyer. 

Art & Crafts Committee Event 

Easter Dabble Day 

Saturday 9th April 2022 
 

Glooston Village Hall 

Andrews Lane, Glooston LE16 7SQ 

10am – 3pm Tickets:  £10 
 

Crafts for you to try include painted cards, knitted items, 

crochet and boxes. 

Basic sewing kit/glasses for close/fine work may be 

needed. There will be a small charge for some items. 

Tea/coffee will be provided. The latest Covid 19 measures 

will be in place.  

Please wear a mask or visor if you are able. 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI secretary. 
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Federation Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All events may be photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed. Speakers subject to change at short notice. 

See our website for latest event availability https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/event-calendars/federation-events#Federation Events 

Public Affairs and Intl Committee 

Resolutions Briefing Meetings 

 Tuesday 26th April 2022 at 7pm 

Beedles Lake Golf Course 
 

Wednesday 27th April 2022 at 2pm  

Salvation Army Conference Centre 
 

Cost £5 per WI for 2 members, payable from WI 

funds. Extra tickets available at £2.50 per person. 
 

We hope to have specialist speakers at both meetings so 

that your representatives can be well briefed.  Please send 

up to two members to one of these meetings. They will then 

be able to take the information back to your members for 

discussion and voting at your May meeting. 
If you would like to make a booking, please contact your WI 

secretary. 

Finance & House Management Committee  

Speakers’ Showcase 

Evening 

Thursday 28 April 2022 

 

Goodwood Bowls Club, 8A Crofters Drive, 

Leicester, LE5 2FH 

6.30pm for 7pm (prompt) - 9.30pm 

Tickets £5 including tea/coffee and biscuits 
 

We will be inviting new speakers to give us a taste of their 

talk/demonstration and give you the opportunity to provide 

feedback. Bring along other members of your WI who you 

feel would enjoy seeing a new range of speakers.  

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI Secretary. 

Leisure Activities Committee 

Belvoir Castle & Guided 

Garden Tour 

Saturday 14 May 2022 

 

Coach 9.30am from WI House 

Meet at Castle entrance at 11.15am for tours 

Coach departs Belvoir 4pm 

Cost: £16 including coach travel 

Enjoy a self guided tour of Belvoir Castle and a guided tour 

of the gardens with the Head Gardener. There will also be 

time to enjoy the Engine Yard shopping village. 
 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI secretary. A completed booking form is essential to 

secure tickets.  

Closing date: Friday 29 April 2022 

 

 

Platinum Jubilee Tea Party 

Saturday 7 May 2022 

 

Broughton Astley Village Hall, Station Rd, LE9 6PT  

Doors Open 1.30pm Ticket price £20 
 

Join us for a delicious tea with entertainment by the Taxi 

Driver Poet, James Haddow and singer Debbie Lacey, 

singing songs from the 7 decades of the Queen’s reign. 

Do bring along any memorabilia you may have to add to our 

Jubilee souvenirs exhibition. 

Please contact your WI secretary for tickets stating any 

dietary requirements. Many events are often 

oversubscribed, book early to avoid disappointment. 

Fundraising Committee 

Fundraising Committee  

 

Platinum Jubilee Lunch 

Saturday 21 May 2022 

 

Beedles Lake Golf Club  

11.30am for 12.30pm lunch 

Tickets £30 
 

Join us for a delicious lunch with entertainment by the 

Taxi Driver Poet, James Haddow and singer Debbie 

Lacey, singing songs from the 7 decades of the 

Queen’s reign. 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI Secretary stating menu choice—see flyer for details. 

Leisure Activities Committee 

Belgrave St Peters 

Churchyard Guided Tour & 

Cream Tea 

Wednesday 29 June 2022 

 

Meet at 12.30pm at WI House 

1pm at Belgrave Hall Stable Court Yard (limited 

parking) 

Cost: £6.50 including cream tea 

Enjoy a talk with a tour guide from the Belgrave Heritage 

Trust followed by a cream tea at WI House or in the garden 

at WI House (weather permitting). 
 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI secretary. A completed booking form is essential to 

secure tickets.  

Closing date: Monday 13 June 2022 

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/event-calendars/federation-events#Federation Events
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Petanque Evening 

The Petanque night was good fun, all 

the ladies had time to chat with friends 

old and new between their games, 

Groby WI having a clean sweep with all 

the Trophies.   

The winner of the night was Ailsa Jelley, 

runner up Pat Carter and Lynn Mellors 

took home the wooden spoon. 

Thanks to Tony and Pete at St Margaret's 
Bowl Club for organising the teams and 

Carolyn for the cobs. 

Edith Buckley Poetry Competition 

Congratulations to  

Sue Wainwright,  

Thorpe Acre WI  

who has won the Edith Buckley 
Poetry Competition 2022. 

 

“Celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum 
Jubilee in 2022” 

 

No other monarch has reigned over England, 
Great Britain and the Commonwealth for 70 
years. No other monarch has travelled so far 
and met so many people in Britain and in the 
Commonwealth. No retirement for her! Radio 
and TV have allowed us to know the Royal 

Family well, a scrutiny no other monarch has 
endured. 

Our competition this year was to use any poetic 
form to celebrate aspects of Queen Elizabeth’s 

life and work over the last 70 years. 

 

Judges comments: 

*It captures the many aspects of the Queen’s work 
both in Britain and across the Commonwealth, 
supported by Prince Philip.  

*The Queen as a mother and the challenges that 
brings. 

*Throughout the poem there is sense of the 
personality under the crown: hardworking, demure, 
with a love and expertise of horses and horse racing.  

* The final verse of congratulations from fellow W.I. 
members. 

Celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 
 

She descended the steps of the aircraft 
Our young Queen, dressed in black; 

A sad time for all in our country, 
Her future unknown. Let’s look back. 

 

We watched on TV as they crowned her, 
Surrounded by pomp and display, 

Her life dedicated to duty, 
An ethic she upholds today. 

 

With Prince Philip, just two steps behind her, 
She’s travelled the world over time; 

As well as serving our country 
As Monarch and leader sublime. 

 

Prime Ministers meet her on Tuesdays, 
World leaders have oft paid a call, 

Respected by all who have met her, 
They’re surprised, because she’s so small! 

 

As decades pass by she continues 
To read her ‘red box’ every day: 

Advising her Ministers gladly, 
Watching closely with wise words to say. 

 

Her family’s sometimes proved awkward- 
Their lives more diverse than her own; 
Such worries she calmly keeps hidden, 

Her faith never letting her down. 
 

She loves to go to the races, 
Her knowledge of horses is vast, 

With headscarf and jodhpurs we’d see her 
In Windsor Great Park in the past. 

 

How many bouquets she’s been offered, 
How many hands shaken-who knows? 

But her radiant smile never falters,  
Accepting both curtsies and bows.  

 

For seventy years we have watched her, 
As Monarch, as mother, as friend. 

M’am, as fellow W.I. members  
Our congrats and thanks we all send. 



Around the Counties 
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Huncote WI members are pleased to 
be returning to normality after almost 
two years of pandemic restrictions.   
We have gradually progressed from 
holding no face to face meetings (for 
sixteen months) towards gathering 
outdoors, followed by three meetings 
held inside St. James’ Church. 

Pictured right—September 2021 
John Noble’s entertaining talk on 
“Olympic Torch” 

Since November last year we have returned ‘home’ to our 
smaller but familiar venue in the church rooms. We are 
delighted that attendance has been good throughout and we 
have welcomed several visitors. Members’ safety has been 
prioritised and upheld by incorporating several changes, 
including our signing in and seating arrangements. By putting 
our folding display board into full use we are able to display 
items of interest rather than passing round folders etc. as in 
previous times.  

From August 2021 we have enjoyed being entertained by a 
variety of visiting Speakers as well as our own members who 
gave us cocktails, mocktails and an evening of Christmas 
songs. Our excellent Programme Planning team has a full 

programme in place for the coming year. 

In January we had a very inspiring talk by Alison Briggs from 
the ‘Mercy Ships’ charity. In February, four Workhouse 
Volunteers entertained us by acting out costumed tales from 
that era.  

We have appointed a mascot 
doll to accompany members 
on family and WI occasions.  
We named her Adelaide after 
Adelaide Hoodless, who 
founded the WI in Canada in 
1897.  

Pictured left 

Meetings held in the church 
August-October 21. Mascot, 
Adelaide on display. 

 

Confidence is returning and whilst we are aware that the 
virus has not disappeared we are again enjoying our WI 
community. Onwards and upwards! 

Huncote 

Our March 
meeting was a 
talk on TG Green 
pottery and our 
competition was 
'bring a piece of 
your oldest 
pottery'.   

 

 

 

We had an amazing turn out 
for this competition. 

 

 
 

 

We also had a collection for Ukraine, 
together with our village. We sorted all 
the items out and took them to a local 
collection point. Our ladies made us 
proud. 

 

 

Lastly, our craft group met and we made Acholi beads. It was 
amazing, you could hear a pin drop, with concentration. But 
look at the amazing results. 

Blackfordby 

 

We planted a Sorbus Majestica (white hornbeam) to 

celebrate The Queens Platinum Jubilee in Jubilee park.  We 

are registering the tree on the national map called ‘The 

Queens Green Canopy’. This is a digital map of all the trees 

planted in honour of Her Majesty's Jubilee.  

As you can see the sun shone for us and some of us enjoyed 
a coffee and a natter after at the Time Out cafe in the library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Groby 
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The Loughborough Ladies 
held their 10 year anniversary 
party on 3rd February, a year 
late due to the pandemic, but 
better late than never. We 
held a quiz testing our 
knowledge of current affairs 
from the past decade, 
enjoyed a buffet and Anne 

Gubbins, one of the founding members cut a celebration 
cake. It was just lovely to be 
back together again. 

Loughborough Ladies 

Cossington members welcomed, by zoom, Sally Kettle, the 

first woman to row the Atlantic Ocean twice from East to 

West. In her talk titled ‘No Hope on the Boat’, Sally 

enthusiastically described the trials and tribulations of rowing 

3,000 miles across the Atlantic. The first time in 2003 she 

was accompanied by her mother. The achievement took 106 

days, and although no records were broken for speed, they 

made it into the record books as the first mother and 

daughter team to row across the Atlantic. 

In 2005 Sally formed an all female rowing team hoping to 
break the record for the fastest Atlantic crossing. The team of 
four were struck by disaster when a crewmate left the boat 
mid-Atlantic and the boat lost its rudder in the worst recorded 
conditions in 200 years. Despite these, and other, obstacles 
the crew completed the challenge in 77 days and became the 

first three-handed boat ever to complete the trip. 

Cossington 

Melton afternoon WI were entertained 
at their February meeting by Carol 
Manchester who spoke about 
taxidermy. 

Carol has been interested in rescuing 
small birds and animals since childhood 
and went on to train under the head 
taxidermist at 
the natural 

history 
museum at Wollaton Hall, 
Nottingham (well worth a visit). We 
did get some strange looks when we 
were helping Carol pack up her car 
— one lady held a pheasant, 
another a muntjac deer and I had a 
beautiful owl. All in all a very 
interesting afternoon. 

Melton Afternoon 

The Market Harborough WI Craft Club spent an enjoyable 
evening learning how to use odds and ends, broken jewellery 
and beads to create new master pieces. 

One of our 'crafty' 
members organised 
the materials and 
brought a huge 
selection of items for 

the group to choose 
from. And as you can 
see, the only limitations 
were our imagination 
and the finite supply of 
superglue... A fun way 
to recycle and up-cycle 
unloved materials that 
does not require 
specialist tools or 
training. 

Market Harborough 

The History of the City of London was the theme for the talk 
at Great Bowden’s March meeting, when Doctor Colin Cohen 
gave a most interesting presentation with photographs.   
Colin was born in Whitechapel where he worked for the NHS 
for many years. He began with the Nursery Rhyme “Oranges 
and Lemons” which he believes is likely to have been written 
to help the illiterate population navigate around the city by 
the use of the church bells. We learned that Saint Clement 
Danes, a Medieval church with Viking connections, was most 

likely named Clement because of the citrus fruit coming into 
the Port of London. Another reference to the rhyme was The 
Great Bell of Bow. Legend has it that its toll convinced Dick 
Whittington to turn back. There were other church bells 
included which gave reference to Pokers and Tongs which 
was Saint Johns near The Tower of London and its torture 
chamber. Another was St Margaret’s “Bulls Eyes and 
Targets” on the ground where archery practice took place. 
So, the rhyme continued around the city.   

Most of the original churches were destroyed in the Great 
Fire of London in 1666 and Christopher Wren was 
commissioned to rebuild them by King Charles II. This was a 
huge task and he was responsible for many great churches 
which are still standing today. The most famous of all is Saint 
Pauls Cathedral. Sadly, more devastation of the city took 
place in the blitz of World War II. Some churches and 
buildings have been restored and luckily Saint Pauls 
escaped the bombs and is a testament to Wren’s genius. 
There has been much renovation to the city since the war 
including the clearance of 1950’s office blocks to reveal the 
Chapter House of Saint Paul’s and the creation of 
Paternoster Square. 

For details of Great Bowden’s other events, now and in the 
future, check our website greatbowdenwi.org.uk. 

Great Bowden 
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We marked the occasion of the Queen’s 
accession to the throne on the 6th 
February 1952 with a special celebration 
cake and a toast to Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth Ⅱ. 

Every year the members of Greetham WI 
put on a fund raising event in the form of a 
special kind of luncheon. Obviously this 
has been curtailed in recent years due to 
Covid restrictions so this year the members pulled out all the 
stops to make this a day to remember. This year the event 
fell on the 6th of February, the day the queen acceded to the 
throne in 1952.  Greetham WI and residents of Greetham (in 
Rutland) village, marked the event with a special celebration 
cake and a toast to Her Majesty. The special aspect of the 
luncheon is that only “Soups and Sweets” are served. 
Members make many different soups and desserts, these 
are then sampled by those attending the event on an “all you 
can eat” basis.  
Needless to 
say this is a 
very popular 
event in 
Greetham 
Village’s 
calendar. 

Greetham 

At our meeting on Tuesday 15th February Kilby WI 

welcomed Gill Mouncer from the Royal Scottish County 

Dancing Society. Little did we realise what fun was in store. 

Gill arrived with ten dancers all professionally attired with the 

men in kilts and the ladies wearing plaid skirts, frilly white 

blouses and waistcoats. The first dance everyone had to find 

a partner and join in. We were told there would be no 

problem as long as we could count to 8, knew our left and 

right and most importantly if you were dancing as a man or a 

woman. It proved not to be so easy! Amid giggling and 

ending up with different partners, we all somehow managed it 

to the end. We watched the professionals dance various 

reels (including the Rutland reel which was devised by 

Robert Senior from Oakham) gracefully and effortlessly. This 

was to be the format of the evening with Kilby WI dancing, 

then having a rest whilst watching the Society dancers. 

Gill explained that Scottish dancing is a mixture of ballet and 

folk dancing hence a lot of the terms are taken from the 

French such as do-si-do (dos a dos), pas de deux and 

promenade. All the skipping steps are performed on the ball 

of the feet with the dancers wearing soft leather pumps. 

A wonderful evening was enjoyed by all and the cup of tea 
and refreshments at the end was well deserved. 

Kilby 

In January our speaker was Sue Ablett who gave us a 
slideshow of her trip to Antarctica, which had been a 
retirement gift to herself. It had been the ultimate cruise 
experience together with stunning scenery and expert 
lectures on what they were likely to encounter. They were 
fortunate to have calm seas which is not necessarily the case 
most of the time. Their journey across the sea started from 
Ushuaia in South America, which had taken them an eight 
hours internal flight to reach. They visited the Falkland 
Islands (where there are 17 different types of penguins), 
South Orkney Islands (where they encountered Hump 
Backed Whales) and South Georgia Island (where they 
walked in the footsteps of ‘Ernest Shackleton’ the Great 
Explorer). Sue explained that they travelled in Zodiac boats, 
as a means of getting from their ship to shore, they had to 
scrub their boots and clothing with a biosecurity solution 
throughout their trips to protect against disease or foreign 
waste being transferred from island to island. Sue also 
informed us that there was a problem with rats (which were 
not native to these islands) killing birds and animals, the rats 
were likely carried there by the Whaling boats several 
decades ago. Millions of pounds have been spent on the 
eradication of the rats which has proved to be successful and 
still continues today. This was a very interesting talk with 
slides, puts my holiday snaps to shame!! 

The Speaker(s) for our February 
Meeting were John Shone and Martin 
Keely (son-in-law) from ‘Rutland 
Willow’ which was established in 
2000 by John, they gave us an 
insight into the art of Willow Weaving.  
John started making simple plant 
supports and hurdles, (willow panels) 

for fencing, in addition to 
animals and garden ornaments.  
John explained that willow 
belongs to a very rare group of 
plants because it is ‘Stem 
Rooted’. John and Martin 
brought along a range of 
exhibits, these included; fish on 
rods, butterflies, dragonflies, 
pheasants and ducks. Martin 

explained that prices can range from a few pounds for a 
small item to a life-sized willow sculpture of a horse costing 
£1,700. Whilst John regaled us with stories of his life with 
Willow and gardening in general (He was the youngest 
person to become a ‘Head’ gardener to the Sandringham 
Estate at the age of 21 years old). Martin (whilst chipping in 
with his tales as well) was busily making one of two raffle 
prizes which they kindly donated to us. John told us of the 
famous gardening experts he has worked with over the years 
and about the gardens he’s designed at the Sandringham 
Garden Show where he has won a total of 3 gold medals to 
date. Whilst harvesting Willow on the Sandringham Estate he 
came very close to chopping off the feet of the Duke of 
Edinburgh who walked far too close to the willow being cut 
with a very sharp blade (John thought he may be heading to 
the tower!!). When John retired, he handed over the reins to 
one of his twin daughters and her husband Martin, he still 
keeps his hand in with all that goes on in the company, but as 
a consultant. There was 
certainly a great deal of 
friendly banter between 
John and his son-in-law 
Martin throughout the 
evening, together with a 
very interesting talk and 
demonstration. 

Sapcote 
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It has been a gentle start to the year and at our meeting in 

January we had one of our new members give a talk on 

Baby Signing. 

Marie joined us at the end of last year and takes the Baby 

Sign and Rhyme sessions at Bagworth Community Centre. 

Marie gave an insight into how signing can help both hearing 

impaired children and their carers. We found out that there 

are different ‘brands’ of sign language - British Sign 

Language and Makaton – being 2 that we may have heard 

of. Those of you who have seen Mr Tumble on CBBC may 

be aware of Makaton and some of the symbols. We all learnt 

how to spell our name out in BSL. Perhaps we should learn 

to sign Jerusalem! 

At our February meeting we had a visit from a couple of 

Game Show Junkies! They have appeared on The Chase, 

Bobs Full House and Pointless where they came away with a 

trophy! Their talk was very entertaining and well received by 

our members. To round the evening off we had a quiz!! 

We have the Annual Council Meeting for Leicestershire on 

Saturday 19 March being held again at Leicester Grammar 

School – the main speaker of the day is Dickie Arbiter HM 

The Queen’s former press secretary. 

Our meeting in March (24th) is entitled Joyce (Grenfell) and 

Friends which sounds a hoot and the competition is ‘Your 

School Photo’, which should also raise a smile or two! 

If anyone would like more information on Botcheston WI (or 

WI in general) please contact our secretary on 01455 

821228 or come along to one of our meetings when you will 

receive a warm welcome, coffee and cake. 

Botcheston 

Our speaker for the evening was David Mc Dowell, 

an apiarist, more well known as "The Bee Farmer". 

He has his own Bee Farm in Appleby Magna, 

selling honey, beeswax polish, lip balms, candles etc, to farm 

shops in the county. He runs workshops, educating children 

on bee life, and assisting potential bee-keepers who need to 

polish (sorry!) their knowledge.    

David explained the life of a Honey Bee which can live in a 

hive containing 20,000 to 100,000 bees, with 1 Queen, 

hundreds of Drones and thousands of Workers making up 

the family. The Queen produces the larvae after mating with 

the male Drones who unfortunately die after mating. The 

Workers, are females doing all the cleaning, feeding the 

babies, building the honeycomb, collecting the nectar to 

make into honey and guarding the hive (it certainly isn't a 

man's job!).  

The bees collect the nectar from flowers (foraging) and refine 

it to produce honey. Moving from plant to plant the bees 

distribute the pollen which helps the plant to produce seeds. 

Wax is a bi-product which the bees produce to seal the 

honeycomb cells.  

Thanking David for his talk, he said he could have talked for 
hours on the subject, so this is just a small insight on a bee’s 
life, which we found fascinating. 

Barrow Upon Soar 

Our February meeting was a great success! Members 

enjoyed listening to David Hollis wildlife photographer who 

took us through his journey from novice camera man to 

where he is today. He actually had a long journey to get to 

us, having come from the Wirral! Apparently the furthest 

anyone has travelled to talk to us! 

He started having been inspired by the TV programme The 

Two of Us (apparently the main character was a big game 

photographer). David began by photographing slugs and 

snails in a box made into a mini environment in his mom’s 

kitchen, the thinking behind this was he could concentrate on 

taking a good picture without them disappearing from the 

shot! He progressed to frogs and toads, and then onto all 

species.  

He showed us a selection of his collection, which currently 

stands at 5million images! Thankfully he uses digital cameras 

these days, could you imagine storing all of those if printed 

out! 

David shared photos he had taken in his favourite parts of 

the world. Many of them taken in the Picos mountains. A 

place where he would to make his final resting place, 

gruesomely as feed for the wildlife!  

Oohs and ahhs were heard around the room as cute red 

squirrels, rabbits, otters, badgers and other wild animals, wild 

flowers and the odd view appeared on the screen. 

We were informed that females love of hats and muffs in 
bygone days almost caused the demise of Great Crested 
Grebes, until conservationists stepped in! Also that Red 
squirrels are not as cute as they look, as they are carnivores! 

Sheepy 

We are up and running and gradually getting back to normal 

after several cancelled meetings throughout the pandemic. 

Our February meeting was held at a brand new venue ‘The 

Annexe’ (next to Morrison’s car park and better known to 

many as ‘The Old Library’) at a new time of 2pm until 4pm 

but still on the third Tuesday of the month. We were 

entertained by Julia Wallace who gave us a fascinating talk 

on Honey Bees and Beekeeping which prompted plenty of 

questions at the end.  

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday March 15th at 2pm 

when Rachel Greaves, an author of children’s books, will be 

talking about Rusty the Rail Dog. Our meetings always finish 

with tea, coffee and biscuits and a chance for a chat with 

friends. In addition to our monthly meetings, we also have a 

craft group, lunch club, skittles and walking groups plus 

occasional theatre trips and outings. 

Future meetings include Life on Board the Royal Yacht 

Britannia, 100 years of Weddings, Managing Wildlife in 

Bradgate Park, When You Wish upon a Star, the East 

Midlands Children’s charity and lots more. Please come 

along and join us, we would love to meet you. If you need 

further details, please contact Diane Clarke on 

07840281102. 

Glenfield 
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Our speaker for our February 

meeting was our very own 

member Sue Adams BSc 

(Hons) MCPod. Member of 

the College of Podiatry.  

Well, who would have 

thought feet could be so 

complex and fascinating. Sue handed round cross section of 

models of feet with high arch and flat foot and explained how 

this would affect our walking and stance. We also were 

shown a skeletal leg and foot – and how toes can wrongly be 

moved under or over each other. Sue demonstrated many 

ways the toes and feet could be affected by wearing ill fitting 

shoes and tight socks. Beware folks!       

Sue had not moved to “questions” but these were being 

hurled at her thick and fast almost from the outset. Some 

attracting knowledgeable moans and nods of agreement, 

however one member was explaining how she was the only 

one with hard skin – soon to be shot down in flames when 

everyone else cried “me too”. In-growing toe nails were a 

great source of interest and can often be caused by incorrect 

nail cutting. When Sue attends a patient, she takes medical 

details as well as taking a pulse – she demonstrated this on 

her own foot with an ultrasound gadget – her pulse rate was 

very rapid – she put it down to excitement! 

My advice to you all is look after your feet – they have a lot to 

contend with and we rely on them so much. If in doubt call a 

podiatrist! We left with some soft feet scrub and moisturiser, 

next time we meet we will all be walking on air! 

It was lovely to welcome several visitors for this meeting and 
were pleased to enrol two new members. Mary and Mary – 
no muddle there then. Thank you to the refreshment ladies 
for tea and lovely cakes. We look forward to our next meeting 
in March – Crafting with Holly Norvill. 

Around the Counties 

On a cold, late afternoon at the end of January WI members 

and friends gathered in Leicester city centre for a ghost walk 

with Blue Badge guide Caroline Roberts.  

Caroline’s fluency 

and recall are 

excellent, and she 

held us spellbound 

with her tales of 

the spirits who 

haunt some of 

Leicester’s most 

historic buildings, 

such as the 

Guildhall. One was 

apparently imported with a staircase. There is a monk near 

the cathedral who is an omen of imminent death. We also 

learned a lot about Leicester’s history, and Caroline’s habit of 

asking questions like a school teacher gave the know-alls 

among us a chance to show off. It was a most enjoyable 

event, but my goodness it was cold. Most of us were 

shivering by the end.   

The speaker at the February meeting struck an altogether 

more serious note. Alison Briggs is an enthusiastic volunteer 

with Mercy Ships, which take medical and particularly 

surgical facilities to the very poor, mostly in West Africa, who 

normally have no access to such services, and would be 

unable to afford them if they did. All treatment is free. 

The organisation was founded by a Canadian couple, Dan 

and Deyon Stephens. The first ship equipped with operating 

theatres launched in 1980, and has been succeeded by a 

bigger and better ship, MV Africa Mercy. A brand new one is 

being finished currently. They spend ten months in port in 

one country such as Senegal, are serviced for two months in 

the Canary Islands, and then move to a different country. 

Most of the personnel are volunteers. Alison serves herself, 

and her enthusiasm shone through. She showed us before 

and after pictures of some patients, whose lives had been 

transformed. 

The competition, a model or picture of a boat or ship, 
attracted a record number of entries. Jackie Wells won with a 
3D model/picture in a box frame.  She bought it in Leith (the 
port for Edinburgh) but later discovered it had been made in 
Quorn! 

Anstey Illston on the Hill 

We joined in to help prune 
the apple trees in The 
Community Orchard that we 
helped to plant ten years ago 
to commemorate the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
Four hours of pruning 
followed instruction by 
Alastair Leake from The 

Allerton Trust who owns the land on which the trees are 
planted. Cake and coffee made by the members kept us 
going until a swift, sharp snow storm ended the session for 
the day. 

Loddington 
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Alison Briggs representing The Mercy Ships gave us a 

fascinating presentation on the work of the volunteers who 

bring desperately needed medical expertise to the people of 

Guinea and Senegal, who otherwise would have no access 

to help. Since 1978 over 95,000 free surgeries have been 

carried out providing safe medical care. Operations in many 

specialties can be carried out, changing for the better the 

lives of the patients treated. Their current ship “Africa 

Mercy”, which was formerly a Danish ferry, is fitted out with 

two operating theatres and several recovery wards so that 

many surgeries can be carried out during the several months 

every year that are spent in that area. The doctors and 

nurses are supported by many other volunteers all giving 

their time freely. It was very moving to see what they 

achieve. A second purpose built ship is currently being fitted 

out with state of the art equipment and it is hoped it will set 

sail soon. 

To mark Climate Change Awareness month we displayed 

our green hearts bunting in the village to highlight the issues 

that need to be addressed to protect our planet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We held a Table Top 
Sale in the village hall, 
which was well 
supported, especially 
the refreshments and 
our usual range of 
delicious home made 
cakes, which were 
soon sold out!  

Broughton Astley 

We held our first actual meeting of 2022 on 10th February. 

We had previously enjoyed a celebratory lunch in The 

Wycliffe Rooms for the January meeting. At that lunch we 

raised over £70 for the Hope Against Cancer Charity. 

We welcomed Wendy Martin to our meeting to talk about her 

life as an Ambassador for the Send A Cow Charity. She was 

a Head Teacher in Leicestershire and when she retired in 

2004 she got involved with Send a Cow. 

This is a charity that help 

families faced with poverty that 

is often extreme, cruel and 

unnecessary. Rural Africa is 

rich with opportunity and where 

there is land there is hope. 

In 1998 a group of UK dairy 

farmers sent 20 cows to 

Uganda. The people in the villages were taught how to look 

after them, milk them and breed from them. The calves would 

be given to another set of villagers and so it continued. Pigs, 

goats, bees and chickens were sent out. Ambassadors also 

went to train the people. 

Things have changed a lot since then. They no longer send 

cows. They source them locally. The families have learnt to 

support themselves. Nothing is wasted. They even use the 

manure and urine to help their agricultural work. 

Wendy has been to Uganda 5 times. She told us stories 

about the many successful farmers in the area. She 

described the experience as Caring, Innovative and Life 

changing. 

We collected £65 towards the charity and Wendy donated 
her fee as well. 

Ullesthorpe 

What a super evening we had with 
Katie and Sue from Melton Foot 
Clinic. We each had the quiz and 
then they explained all the various 
ailments and their treatments. Some 
made us cringe but we also laughed 
a lot.  They brought a pressure plate 
which most members tried. By 
walking across this they can detect 

the pressure points on your feet and 
how you walk, even being able to 
tell if one is flat footed.  

Wymondham 

Our members decided to improve their fitness levels with 
some yoga at their February meeting. Local yoga teacher 
Joanna, took us through our paces by introducing us to 
CHAIR YOGA. We were encouraged to take our shoes off 
but no getting down on the floor for us! Members really 
enjoyed the experience with many wanting to join the next 
class when it is up and running. Well recommended for all 
those who are perhaps not as agile as they used to be but 
still want to exercise. 

Springbrook & Scraptoft 



MARTIN TIBBLES 

 

PAINTING  & DECORATING                       

SERVICES 

For all your home and  

Exterior re-decoration  

requirements by a qualified  

tradesman. 

Covid Vaccinated 
 

Contact Martin on 

0116 2910489  or  07855 412 945 
Free estimates and advice given.  
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Please send material for County News to 
WI House by email: wihouse@lrfwi.org 
or post to arrive by the FIRST of the 
preceding month at the latest. 

Advertising Rates  

WI Announcements  5p pw  
For sale/wanted (WI only)  
5p per word text only. £5 per column inch 
with graphics. 
Minimum charge  £3.00 
Charity rate  £5.00 per column inch 
Commercial rate (including WI members 
business advertising) 
£9.00 per column inch 
 

Discounts available for regular  
advertisers. Please pay on receipt of 
invoice only.  
 

We do not accept any responsibility for any 
adverts published in County News. 

Advertisements 

CFS  Computers 
PC & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal—Data Recovery                                               

Websites—Screen Repairs                                                                  

www.cfscomputers.co.uk 

Monthly Draw Winners! 

Congratulations to our Monthly Draw winners for February! 
 

1st Prize £25 

No. 4 
Claire Harris, Huncote WI 

 

2nd Prize £15 
No. 6 

Judith Smith, Springbrook & Scraptoft WI 
 

3rd Prize £10 
No. 32 

Sarah Smith, Barkby & Beeby WI 
 

Thank you to all of the members who have 
supported the Federation by buying a Monthly 

Draw ticket! 

Kirby Muxloe WI 

Spring Fair 
Saturday 7th May 2022 

10 – 12pm  

St Bartholomew's Church Hall 

Main Street, Kirby Muxloe 
 

A variety of stalls including  

Crafted Items, Plants, Cakes, 

Preserves, Tombola, Handmade 

Cards, Wood Turned Items, 

Books, Ian the “Cheese Man” 
 

£1 entrance  

Refreshments will be available 

COSSINGTON OPEN 

GARDENS 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 

28TH/29TH May 2022 
 

11.00am-5.00pm – Adults £5.00 

Ample free car parking 

Many secret gardens 

Plant stall, Refreshments, Leicester 

Model Railway display, Various 

stalls, Raffle, Tombola, Magician, 

Live Music, Heritage Trail, 

Falconry display, Fire Engine, 

Vintage buses, Church displays, 

Children’s activities, Secret auction 

for signed framed photo of Lewis 

Hamilton. 

Further details 
pennyweston-webb@talktalk.net 

07754982892 

Peatling Magna WI  

Jubilee Garden Party  

Friday 3 June  

White House Farm, School Lane, 

Peatling Magna  

2-5 pm.  

Cream teas and a variety of stalls. 

mailto:pennyweston-webb@talktalk.net

