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Chairman’s Column

Hi All, well back in lockdown again with all the impact it has on our WI activities, the only
thing that makes this one a little better is that there are still some chocolates left over from
Christmas but I am sure they wont last long. We must all try to respect the rules and keep
everyone safe, so please don't worry about trying to do meetings in a bag or anything that
isn't online, lives are more important than WI at the moment. We can catch up later in the
year when it is safe and we know we are not putting others at risk, which is more vital.
Look at our website, Facebook page and the NFWI website for any updates if you are
able. The NFWI Annual Meeting has been moved back until June but we still have no idea
if it will be possible to attend this, we hope so but its a case of wait and see. We will keep
all WIs informed as we get information so if Secretaries could share it with as many
members as possible it will help.
Charli has decided not to return to the office after her maternity leave and we all wish her
well with her family and hope she is enjoying home schooling with her older
daughter. Charli is a WI member so we hope to see her at some events when we are able
to meet up again in the future. The Board of Trustees will be looking at options for office
staff in the future but at the moment Sarah is just about coping with the workload as very
little is taking place, although you will see in this County News we are
holding some online events for you. Our Annual Meeting will soon be
here, that is being held online - a learning event for us all. It will be fingers crossed on the day that it all
goes smoothly and if it doesn't we will smile and carry
on.
As I write this in mid January my snowdrops are just starting to flower so nature is not bothered by the
virus and getting on with life and I hope we will all soon be able to do the same.
Take care and best wishes.
Janet

Public Affairs
ACWW - known as Pennies for Friendship

All Secretaries will have received the usual envelope for Institute's donations to ACWW. This charity, to which the
Federation belongs, is the only national charity to which Institutes are allowed to make donations - under a Federation
mandate. Cheques may be placed in the envelope and posted to WI House, where our Federation Secretary will collect
them on one of her regular visits to the house. Please will Secretaries and Treasurers ensure that the cheques are made
out to "ACWW".
Our donations to help women in the developing world achieve a degree of economic independence
are needed more than ever this year. The UN Women organisation published the following article
"COVID-19 and its economic toll on women ; the story behind the numbers"
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/9/feature-covid-19-economic-impacts-on-women
In the light of this , please give as much as you are able.
Dilys
PA & I committee
Federation Chairman
Janet Kirk
janetkirk@lrfwi.org

Federation Secretary
Sarah Freeman
fedsec@lrfwi.org

Accounts Assistant
Anila Patel
finance@lrfwi.org

Web Editor
Margaret Carter
margaretcarter@lrfwi.org

Leicestershire & Rutland Federation of Women’s Institutes
incorporated in England and Wales as a Company limited by Guarantee No. 2769771 Charity Reg No. 1016 766

WI House, 135 Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5LQ
Tel: 0116 2661342Email:wihouse@lrfwi.org
Opening hours: Mon-Thurs 9.30am—1.30pm
www.leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk or scan QR code
Find us on Facebook: Leicestershire & Rutland Federation of WIs
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Membership
Subscriptions 2021
The membership subscription for 2021 is £44.00.
The WI share has increased by 50p to £21.60; the federation share by 30p to £10.30 and the NFWI share by 20p to £12.10.
Payments from members are due in April 2021 and new members who join during the year will continue paying a pro-rata
subscription.
Here’s how your subscription is put to good use:

A change which starts in April 2021!
Pro-rata subscription rate eligibility – what is this about?
Sometimes, women have to give up their membership of the WI – maybe a career move, caring, becoming a mum etc.
You can always re-join the WI after a break no matter when you were last a member.
But in the past, if you had been a WI member in the previous 10 years, you wouldn't qualify for the pro-rata subscription
rate – so you would have to pay the full yearly subscription even though you were joining later on in the year.
But the new rule changes things from April 2021. Now if you are re-joining after more than just a one year break, you
are eligible to pay the reduced pro-rata subscription if you decide to join later on in the year.
The rate per quarter and the distribution are shown in the following table.

Date of joining 2021

Total subscription

WI share

Federation share

NFWI share

1 April to 30 June

£44.00

£21.60

£10.30

£12.10

1 July to 30 Sept

£33.00

£16.20

£7.73

£9.08

1 Oct to 31 Dec

£22.00

£10.80

£5.15

£6.05

1 Jan to 31 March 2022

£11.00

£5.40

£2.58

£3.03

PLEASE NOTE: New members joining the WI from April 2021 for the first time will continue to pay a pro-rata
subscription depending on the quarter in which they join.

Mandy Cutler on behalf of the Membership Committee.
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Membership

Meet your Membership Committee!
This committee is responsible for assisting WIs with any help they require.

Alma Wright, WI Adviser
I’ve been a member for at least 30 years. (Where has that time gone?) I began working
at WI House as the bookkeeper in 1982 - ledgers and cash in those days – and serving
members in the front office during breaks etc. Progressing to Federation Secretary, I sat
listening to all the wonderful activities on offer that were being organised for WI
members whilst taking minutes for several WI committees, 8-10 Federation committees
in those days. When Janet Hutton was the Federation’s bookkeeper, we decided to try
local WIs and joined New Barkby WI in 1989. These were the days of County Shows,
fundraisers at Misterton Hall, catering at the Royal Show. I remember catching early
trains to steward at the AGM in the Royal Albert Hall and holding our ACMs in the De
Montfort Hall. Time moves on and so do we and I moved to pastures new as my
children grew. Remaining a WI member, I commenced WIA (VCO to many of you)
training in 2005, joining Barkby and Beeby WI as well so I could continue playing
summer petanque. Attending our lovely Denman, I qualified in 2006, completing
training using floppy discs – remember them? I really enjoyed the next 10 years roaming
the countryside of our two beautiful counties attending Resolution, Annual and Group
meetings, opening new WIs and visiting WIs. I was warmly welcomed throughout,
making many friends. The visit to Wakerley – weaving my way under the arches to get
there –certainly educated me in Romany culture, never to be forgotten. Stopping
abruptly on a dark, unlit country road to avoid a herd of cows was further education for a
townie! Now I need to adapt to using Teams and Zoom – well.... if my mum could make
Jam for Jerusalem for 4 years then surely, I can learn ‘electronics’; WI members are
ever resourceful!

Public Affairs
Reducing Reusing Recycling

In these lockdown days and at the beginning of a new year inspirational words are a tonic. Greta Thunberg urges everyone
to do everything they can for the planet. Many small individual acts make a collective difference and reducing is powerful.
Greta has given up buying new clothes and since the WI Resolution highlighting the dangers of microfibres in water I have
greatly reduced the washing of fabrics.
Creatively recycling and reusing materials gives lots of pleasure and, of course, reduces
waste. A few Thurnby and Bushby WI members have photographed their industry-recycled
pallets and painted pegs for Christmas gifts, ends of wool for decorations and an ancient
forgotten sink into a bird bath. I've also heard of upcycled tree skirts, tree fairies and
Christmas hats, newspaper and coloured string for gift wrapping. Just a touch of what's going
on in all the WI s but it's good to encourage each other.
Finally, I read about an amazing machine on a high street in Stockholm which recycles old
clothes into new. It shreds, spins and then knits a new garment almost as you wait. As most
discarded clothing goes into landfill this machine may be a hope for the future but until then,
as Greta suggests, we can all do our bit to help protect our beautiful planet.

Jenny Berry on behalf of the PA Committee
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Food & Flowers Committee
As February approaches, the F&F team thought you might like a romantic twist to your cooking, though both dishes are
delicious anytime. As well as sharing her recipe for Beef Bourguignon, Jane has also written our foodie quiz to fill a gap in
case you’ve finished all the Christmas ones!

Beef Bourguignon with heart-shaped croutons
Serves Two

Ingredients
1lb (450g) Diced Stewing or Braising Steak
1oz (50g) Butter
½oz (100g) Cubes of Pancetta
1 Clove of Garlic, crushed.
1 Bay leaf
1 Sprig of Thyme
1 Large Carrot, sliced
10 Button Onions, peeled
4oz (120g) Button Mushrooms
1tbsp Plain Flour
½ tbsp Tomato Puree
½ Bottle of Red Wine
7floz (200ml) Beef Stock
1tbsp Chopped Parsley
Salt and Pepper

Method
Preheat oven to 170c/325f/gas3.
Season the beef with salt and pepper.
Heat a large casserole dish, add the butter and once sizzling fry the beef
and the pancetta until well coloured.
Add the garlic, bay leaf, thyme, carrots, button onions and mushrooms.
Cook for two or three minutes then sprinkle on flour and add tomato
puree.
Stir until meat is well coated before pouring in the red wine and the beef
stock. Bring to a simmer, skim off excess fat if required then cover with
lid. Cook in oven for 1½ to 2 hours until the meat is tender.

Method
Take a medium sized heart shaped biscuit cutter and cut two or three
Serves Two
hearts out of each slice of bread. If your bread is too fresh, toast it lightly
to dry it out.
Ingredients
In a large frying pan heat the butter and add the olive oil. Fry the
2 Slices of one/two day old White/Brown Bread croutons for about one and half minutes per side till golden brown.
½tbsp of unsalted Butter
On removal from pan dip the pointed end of the heart into the chopped
1 tbsp of Olive Oil
parsley. Then lay on a paper towel lined plate for one minute.
1 tbsp of chopped Parsley
Then either decorate bourguignon with croutons while still in casserole
dish or add to plate once served.
.
Both of Jacqui’s recipes are GF and need to be made at least 24 hours in advance, which is always really useful if you like
to be ahead of the game.

Heart Shaped Croutons

Mascarpone and vanilla hearts
Serves 6

This recipe uses porcelain perforated heart shaped moulds, but you could use foil pie tins, perforate the base and place on
a wire rack over a tray/plate to drain. Also need muslin to drain and lift from moulds.
Ingredients
200g mascarpone
100g cream cheese
1 vanilla pod
150g caster sugar
150g crème fraiche
Soft fruits to serve if wished

Method
Beat the mascarpone and cream cheese together until smooth.
Slit the vanilla pod, scrape out the seeds with a knife tip and add to the mix
with the caster sugar and beat well.
Whip the crème fraiche in another bowl until softly stiff and fold into the
mixture.
Line the moulds with wet muslin, allowing it to overhang, spoon in the mix,
level off and chill for 24 hrs.
Unmould onto a pretty plate and serve with fruit and hazelnut biscuit if
wished

Hazelnut Shortbreads
Makes about 20 biscuits, can keep dough in fridge (up to 1 week) and slice off to cook when required.
Ingredients
200g plain flour (can use Gluten free)
¼ Tsp fine sea salt
125g unsalted butter, softened
90g caster sugar
1 large egg
50g finely ground roasted hazelnuts
100g dark chocolate, if you want to
half coat the biscuits, or extra
caster sugar to sprinkle on.
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Method
Sift flour and salt. Cream butter and sugar together with an electric mixer
until smooth and creamy. Gradually add the egg.
On the slowest setting, add flour/salt 1 tbsp at a time, then the same with
the nuts. Stop when dough comes together. Place onto cling film, make into
sausage shape, wrap and chill for 2 hours until firm
Preheat oven at 160C, gas 3. Slice off rounds 5mm thick, place on non
stick baking sheet, prick and bake for about 20 minutes until golden. Place
on wire rack to cool.
Melt the chocolate, dip biscuits in half way drain off excess, leave on baking
parchment to set. Or just sprinkle with caster sugar instead.

Food & Flowers Committee
February Foodie Quiz
1. What is the main ingredient of Bouillabaisse?
2. What cheese is used in the making of Tiramisu?
3. What type of meat is used for the dish Osso Buco?
4. What is the predominant vegetable in the dish called Borscht?
5. What is a Wan Tan?
6. Indian Cress is an alternative name for which flower, formally used as a salad plant?
7. What does the word spaghetti literally mean?
8. What is the main spice found in Goulash?
9. What is the Angler fish often called when served as a food?
10. What common garden flower is used as a key component of the French liqueur Chartreuse?
Answers on the back page!

Huxley Cup 2021
Inspiring women across the country to create a greener and cleaner place to live.
WIs are invited to design a planting plan for a raised bed that will be displayed
within the Community Allotment area at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden
Festival, 5 – 11 July 2021.
Members are encouraged to work together and submit a master plan (or mood
board), no larger than A3, containing a sketched design, a clear explanation
behind the design theory, research undertaken during the creation, colour
schemes, examples and reasoning behind plants and materials used plus a clear, drawn image of the finished raised bed.
The finished piece of work must clearly show the planning process as well as be presented to a high standard and contain
all necessary detail to allow a perfect reproduction.
How to enter
This competition is open to all WI members; entries must be submitted on behalf of the WI and not as an individual.
Members of the WI are encouraged to work together to compose a master plan which will then be submitted under the
name of the WI and not a specific individual. Only 1 entry per WI will be accepted.
The winning master plan, along with a selection of chosen entries, will be displayed within the WI area at the RHS Hampton
Court Palace Garden Festival in July 2021. A recreation of the winning masterplan will be exhibited in the Community
Allotment section of the show.
WIs must submit their finished master plan directly to the NFWI for judging (not via federations as per previous
competitions). Deadline for entries is Friday 30 April 2021 (address to submit entries to be confirmed).
Cost of entering is £10 (inc. VAT) per WI; please do not submit payment with your entry. An invoice will be sent to the WI
from the NFWI Finance Department, after the closing date.
The full schedule has been sent to your WI Secretary and can be found on My WI.

Denman at Home
I’m pleased to say that numerous online courses in lifestyle, craft and
cookery are scheduled through to the beginning of April at Denman at
Home. https://www.denman.org.uk/calendar/
And if you register on the mailing list you will receive regular updates and
reminders of the courses scheduled for the following week.
Enjoy.
Clare
clarerobertsonsmith@lrfwi.org
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Federation Events
The Edith Buckley Poetry
Competition 2021

Federation Art Trophy 2021
Art & Crafts Committee

Fairground

In memory of Edith Buckley, Blackfordby WI

‘Lockdown’

Use any poetic form to capture the changes
& challenges of lockdown in Leicestershire,
in your village/within yourself in no more than 150 words.
Entry fee: £4 Closing date: 4 February 2021
Entry forms are on the flyer which has
gone out to WI secretaries
and is also on the downloads section of the website.
The winning entry will be displayed
at the Annual Council Meeting in March 2021 and be
featured in County News.

Entrants should submit a painting in any two dimensional
drawing or painting medium. The actual artwork shall not
exceed A3 (42.0 x 29.7 cm) in size excluding the mount/
frame and must have fittings suitable for hanging.
Entry fee: £4 Closing date: 11 February 2021
Entry forms are on the flyer which has
gone out to WI secretaries
and is also on the downloads section of the website.
The winning entry will be displayed
at the Annual Council Meeting in March 2021 and be
featured in County News.

Annual Council Meeting
6 March 2021 10am-12.30pm
On Zoom and free for all members!
Speakers
Christine Walkden

Horticulturalist, author and TV gardener

Sally Illsley

Girlguiding Division Commissioner for Loughborough
and former UK Deputy Chief Guide
Please contact your WI Secretary with your email address in order to receive the details for joining the meeting
by Monday 15 February 2021.
WI Secretaries will collate the required information and should send to WI House (wihouse@lrfwi.org)
before Thursday 25 February 2021.
Please state who will be your delegate as they will be sent the information to enable them to vote on the necessary items.
Speakers subject to change at short notice.
This event may be recorded and photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed.

Individual Competitions for the Annual Council Meeting
Saturday, 6th March 2021 via Zoom
The José Smart Award Flower Competition
TITLE: “Time for Tea”
SCHEDULE: A photograph of a petite display of natural plant material in a teapot, accessories
allowed, not to exceed 25cm/10” in width or height. Please place a ruler in front of the exhibit and
a 1 litre milk carton beside it in the photograph.

Children’s Cookery Competition
TITLE: “Animal Faces”
SCHEDULE: A photograph of three decorated cup cakes on a plate. To be judged in two age categories: up to 7 years,
and 8 to 15 years.

Adult Cookery Competition
TITLE: “A Visit to the Zoo”
SCHEDULE: A photograph of a 20cm Decorated Cake on a board.
RULES FOR ALL INDIVIDUAL COMPETITIONS:
1. Must be competitor’s own work.
2. Two photographs of each exhibit should be emailed to wihouse@lrfwi.org or posted to WI House to arrive by Thursday
18th February 2021. No entries will be accepted after this date.
3. Include your name, WI, the age of any children entering and the date in one photo only.
4. The judges will be appointed by the Federation. The judges’ decision will be final and no correspondence will be
entered into.
5. The competitions are free to enter.
6. The winner of the José Smart Competition will hold the cut glass vase for 12 months. All children entering the cookery
competition will receive a small prize, and the winning adult will receive a free ticket to any Food & Flowers event in
2021/22.
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Federation Events

Federation Online Events Programme
L&RFWI have put together an exciting programme of online events for our members to enjoy over the
next few months.

The events are FREE to members of WIs across the Federation.
A great opportunity to see WI members from around the Federation and enjoy a range of speakers and topics.

* NEW* Thursday 11 February 7pm
The Cocktail Shaker Boys
Monday 15 February 7pm
The Great British Flower Revival
Wednesday 31 March 7pm
Resolutions

*NEW* Tuesday 20 April 7pm
The Ghosts of Hampton Court with guide lecturer, Sarah Slater
To book your place on each event, simply email the Federation Secretary (fedsec@lrfwi.org) with
* Your name

* Name of your WI

*Title of the event

*Email address for the Zoom link to be sent to

Bookings will close at 12pm the day before each event and places are limited to 100 members, so early booking is
encouraged.
All online events are held on Zoom, the link for each event being emailed to you directly. Full details of how to access the
Zoom event will be provided in the booking confirmation email, along with the event link and entry time.
These events may be recorded and photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed.

Around the Counties
Huncote
In November, the committee
distributed “Friendship Bulbs” to all
members, with instructions on how to
nurture it into flower.
Members were asked to send photos
of their bulb in bloom, but we weren’t
expecting the exact time that this
occurred, just
before
Christmas
Day!
In December, goody bags were
delivered to each member. They
included hand knitted Christmas
decorations, a hand-made
personalised bookmark, toiletries,
County Quiz and pencil, homemade marmalade and chocolates in
a clear piping bag (which some of us may get round to
using at a later date). All the Committee were involved in
the making and delivering of the presents.
Next month’s newsletter will include a quiz to guess the
committee members from photos of them as babies.
7 County News February 2021

Kegworth
Every member of Kegworth WI
was surprised and delighted to
receive a Christmas box
containing a lovely table
decoration, all of them made by
Margaret Mellors, also biscuits,
a quiz and card and letter from
the committee. We appreciated
the effort taken to produce these
and also the way the committee
has kept us all in touch over this
year - including the delicious
afternoon tea sent to everyone
in June.
We had our first Zoom meeting
in December,
presented by
Stephen Wells, with
a variety of acts from
stage and TV and
some baffling
"magic" tricks from
Stephen himself. It
was very nice to
have an uplifting and
cheerful afternoon at
the end of this awful
year.

Around the Counties

Thurnby & Bushby
One of our members, Val
Kelham, sewed 52 Christmas
decorations to be sent to each
Thurnby and Bushby WI
member with a Christmas
Card.

Leicester Ladies
Getting in the mood for Christmas....
A group of Leicester Ladies WI members had a great get
together with a fun craft afternoon, making Christmas
wreaths and table decorations - all via zoom.
Members were ready with frames, either made from twigs or
a simple metal coathanger, a variety of
greenery, cones, berries and baubles, oasis and
candles. Alison then talked us through how to build a
Christmas wreath and a seasonal table decoration - it was a
very rewarding activity and some wonderful arrangements
were made.

Stoney Stanton

Every member of
Stoney Stanton WI
received a meeting
bag delivered to their
door by 5 committee
members.

The bags were
decorated with a
removable
Christmas cracker
and the contents
included hand
made soap, note
book and pen,
chocolate, hand
cream, handmade
Christmas card in
a box, Christmas cake and napkin, tea bag and 2021
Resolutions voting slip and WI membership booklet.
We have received some lovely feedback from our
members. Weekly telephone calls will re-commence in the
New Year until we are able to
meet again.
Stoney Stanton's President
Louise Mac has, on Tuesday 8
December, given birth to a
second beautiful daughter.
Arriving 8 days late weighing in
at 7lbs 14ozs with a home
delivery at 17.58. Violet Eve will
be on the waiting list for WI
behind her sister Annabelle.
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Leire
In November, we wanted
to acknowledge and
recognise our longer
serving members'
contribution to the WI
and it was a pleasure to
present certificates to 7
of our ladies who had
been members of the WI
for 20 or more years,
including our longest
serving member, June
who has been a member
for an amazing 73 years.
Here is a picture of our
President Margaret who
has been with us for 25
years, 15 of which she
has served as President.
In this year of challenging circumstances it has been
especially good to value each other and connect with one
another as best as possible. These certificates can be edited
and downloaded from The WI Website.

Around the Counties

Billesdon
In December our
members gave
generously to a food
collection for the
Jubilee Food Bank in
Market Harborough.
Committee members
spent several hours
doing a “safe” collection
from members’
doorsteps, and our Treasurer managed to squeeze it into
her car to take it to Harborough. We had already given a
monetary donation to help
the Food Bank in their
essential work.
During the weekend of
December 19th many of our
Members received a lovely
surprise. Again, Committee
members went around the
houses, giving beautifully
wrapped Christmas
presents and cards to all of
our members. Hopefully the
gift of the Amaryllis will help
to cheer them through the
winter months.

Anstey
In place of their regular meeting, Anstey WI had a
Christmas themed quiz on Zoom, which most ladies
enjoyed. This was followed by a general chat, offering tips,
such as recipes, for Christmas.
The following
week, two of
Santa’s Elves
(Angela Rossa
and Anne
Spanswick)
delivered a
wonderful
goody bag to
each member.
Inside was a
selection of
home baked
treats, a little bag of sweets, a clementine, a handmade clay
Christmas tree, scented soap and a scented fabric sachet,
as well as a newsletter, Sue Lobb’s Christmas quiz sheet, a
selection of cracker jokes, a blank card to decorate and
send to a fellow member for New Year, and instructions for
knitting a sparkly spider for the tree, in tribute to a German
legend of a tree covered in cobwebs, which Santa turned to
silver and gold, hence tinsel. It was a spectacular team
effort by the whole committee.
Anstey WI was nominated for the Charnwood Local Heroes
awards in the Top Team category.
9
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Great Bowden
Due to Coronavirus
restrictions members of the
Great Bowden WI have not
been able to get together
since March. So, it was a
lovely surprise when our
President, Mrs Susan Wollard,
decided to send everybody a
cheerful gift bag from the WI
which she had assembled
herself. There were lots of
Christmas goodies inside
including a home- made mince
pie and truffles, a miniature
bottle of Baileys, Christmas
quizzes and a note pad and pen. The Committee delivered
a goody bag to each member, socially distanced of course.
Many thanks to Susan and the Committee for this lovely
Christmas treat and we sincerely hope that we will be able
to continue with our WI activities sometime in 2021.

Cossington
Cossington WI have invested in their own Zoom account
which is being put to good use, not only for virtual
committee and members meetings, but also regular “Tea
and Chat” drop in sessions. This is proving a great way for
members to socialise remotely.
Members were greatly
disappointed to learn of the
proposed closure of Denman
but have embraced the
‘Denman at Home’ online
courses. During the run up to
Christmas rag wreaths, bottle
and gift bags and a Sister
Santa doll we’re made. Due
to the interest in the
courses, and in place of the
Denman bursary awarded
each year, a lucky number
draw is made at the monthly
meeting and the winner given
£5 to cover the cost of a
course of their choice.
Pictures show Denman at
Home craft items made by
members.

Around the Counties

QE
Our December meeting was scheduled to be a Christmas
party. We decided that we really wanted to go ahead with
this as it’s been such a challenging year and we felt that our
members would appreciate an evening with a festive
atmosphere, albeit it virtually via zoom.
So the committee set about planning
and organising this, we made party
bags and the day before the meeting
some of the committee delivered these
to the front doors of all of our members,
in line with social distancing regulations
of course. The party bags contained a
small bottle of prosecco, some locally
made chocolates, a party popper, a
handmade Christmas tree bauble (all
made by the members of our craft
group), a membership booklet, a note
from the President, a gift card and an individually wrapped
home made mince pie. We started our December meeting
as usual with our business and then we had a cupcake
decorating demonstration by Sian, one of our members, and
then a demonstration of making edible Christmas cake
decorations by Wendy, another of our members. We then let
off our party poppers and wished each other a very happy
Christmas and were all able to enjoy the rest of the evening
together with a glass of fizz and a mince pie. Although it
wasn’t the same as meeting face to face it was a really good
evening which everyone enjoyed and really appreciated the
thought and effort by the committee that went into organising
and hosting it.
Let’s hope that next December we will all be together but if
not, we’ll do it all again …. Cheers!

Broughton Astley
We held our first Zoom meeting in December as a trial to
get ready to host our first meeting of 2021 with a guest
speaker. It went very well and 22 members were able to
log on successfully with several more saying they would
definitely give it a go next time!

We also took part in the
Candlelight vigil to highlight the
Reduce Domestic Violence
campaign and posted our image
on social media.
Several members made their own
very attractive Christmas door
wreaths from kits provided by a
local crafts lady.

Wing
WING WI Gloria Whight is a longstanding and enthusiastic
member of Wing WI and is also very involved in village and
church life. Not one for sitting doing nothing, at the beginning
of the first lockdown Gloria set herself the task of knitting all
the characters in "The Twelve Days of Christmas". The
finished work has been displayed in the village church and
has been much admired.
Wing is lucky in having a professional musician in the village
who, in spite of having previously been in charge of cathedral
choirs, has used his talents for the benefit of the Wing
congregation during the pandemic. As a tribute to Gloria's
achievement and accompanied by the choir, he played an
arrangement of The Twelve Days of Christmas.
We all
wished
we
could
have
joined in
with a
hearty
"Five
Go-old
Rings"!
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Wilma completed her cross stitch
card, which had been included in
her Christmas gift bag and Allison
and Susan had their iris bulbs in
flower over Christmas! Several of
us are still battling over Sue
Lobb's Christmas Quiz!

We all look forward to keeping in touch in 2021 even if it
has to be by Zoom, phone and email over the next few
months but knowing that we will all have a lot to celebrate
as the year progresses.

Around the Counties
Elmesthorpe
2020 was the year that never was or wanted it to be! But
despite the pandemic, Elmesthorpe members have been
well looked after. As Covid 19 was spreading, and face-toface meetings cancelled, all ladies received a phone call and
a card with contact telephone numbers and email addresses.

Zoom meetings were started, first with a general chat and a
chance to say “hello” to everyone, then quizzes and finally
booked speakers.
Bunches of dahlias were
delivered, also a booklet
containing tried and tested
recipes, puzzles and humour.
As soon as the membership
booklets arrived, Mother
Christmas produced an A.G.M.
newsletter with illustrated
information of members’ lockdown
activities.

These were then delivered by the
committee elves with a gift bag
containing a home made card and
cracker and a copy of Sue Lobb’s
quiz. Roll on the coronavirus
vaccine!

Ullesthorpe
Happy New Year from Ullesthorpe Ladies.
We are continuing our meetings on line using Zoom and
each month more ladies are joining us.
In December the Committee
delivered gift bags on the
morning of our meeting and
we chatted on line later
enjoying our goodies.
We aim to continue our zoom
meetings until we can meet in
the hall.
Meanwhile we email each
other and have our newsletters and poems!!
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Sapcote
In November, Sapcote
WI’s new president,
Marlene Chapman, put
together a wreath from
knitted poppies on behalf
of our WI. Although there
wasn’t a service on
Remembrance Day, she
placed the wreath at the
war memorial on our
behalf.

The committee had been
planning a surprise for our
members for December
because we were still unable to
get together for our usual
Christmas party. A lovely gift
bag was put together containing
toiletries, a cocktail can, a
homemade Christmas cracker
containing sweets, shortbread, a diary, quizzes, a Christmas
card and the programme planned for 2021 which we do
hope we can bring to our members, if necessary, via Zoom.
Each Christmas card contained
a raffle ticket for two prizes of
Christmas Hampers and, thanks
to one of our committee
members, other smaller prizes
of Homemade Chutney. The
buying and the making of the
contents were done mainly by
Margaret Edwards and Jane
Brader. Then because of further restrictions due to
Lockdown, Marlene Chapman had the job of filling all the
bags. The committee then delivered
the Gift Bags between them and from
the emails received, the members
were all delighted with their
unexpected presents. Jane Twitchett
and Violet Harratt won the hampers,
Dreana Carless and Enid Procyk won
the chutney. Here’s hoping for a more
normal, happy and safe 2021.
This one is by Sandy.
Who knows when we'll meet again
(I sound like Vera Lynn)
Boris will tell us we have to stay in
And chances of meeting are slim
But are we downhearted
And making a fuss?
We'll wear our masks in shops and on t'bus
We'll wash our hands till they look like red gloves
But we'll be protecting the people we love.
We'll stay in our bubbles and make no complaints
And hope that others will accept the constraints
Now's not the time to feel reckless and skittish
So chin up, ladies, and remember you're BRITISH!

Foodie Quiz Answers

County News

Answers to the Food & Flowers
Foodie Quiz.

Copy for County News

Advertisements

Please send material for
inclusion in County News to WI
House by e-mail:
wihouse@lrfwi.org or post to arrive
by the FIRST of the preceding
month at the latest.
Adverts and announcements by the
same time to finance@lrfwi.org.

1. Fish
2. Mascarpone
3. Veal
4. Beetroot
5. Dumpling
6. Nasturtium
7. Little strings
8. Paprika
9. Monk Fish
10. Carnation

Advertising Rates
WI Announcements 5p pw
For sale/wanted (WI only)
5p per word text only
£5 per column inch with graphics.
Minimum charge £3.00
Charity rate
£5.00 per column inch
Commercial rate (including WI
members business advertising)
£9.00 per column inch
Discounts available for regular
advertisers. Please pay on receipt of
invoice only.
Cheques made payable to LRFWI
and sent to WI House.
We do not accept any responsibility
for any adverts published in County
News.
Advertisements are accepted subject

Public Affairs

End Plastic Soup
We are campaigning to prevent the
environmental impact of microplastic fibres.
Microplastic fibres are small plastic
fragments (5mm or smaller) that are shed
from synthetic clothes when laundered and
end up in the sea and wider environment.
The scale of the problem is large: millions of
people wash their clothes every week,
shedding these tiny particles that are too
small to be caught by the machine’s filters,
flowing into the sewage system and
eventually into the ocean.
Due to their small size microplastic fibres are readily ingested by aquatic life,
filling up their stomachs which can eventually cause death. We also know these
fibres can end up in the food we eat – the long-term effects of which are not yet
clear.
Fixing Fast Fashion: Download our Repair Guide
If you would like to take action to fix fast fashion but are unable to hold an event,
you can still make a difference by making some simple repairs to cherished
garments. Therefore, we have put together an illustrated guide which provides
you with step-by-step instructions, including how to repair button tears and
adding fabric extensions.
Please download the document from My WI and if you decide to fix any of your
clothing, don't forget to let us know by sending a photograph of your results and
a brief description of your repair to pa@nfwi.org.uk.
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MARTIN TIBBLES
PAINTING & DECORATING
SERVICES
For all your home and
Exterior re-decoration
requirements by a qualified
tradesman.
Contact Martin on

0116 2910489 or 07855 412 945
Free estimates and advice given.

CFS Computers
PC & Laptop Repairs
Virus Removal—Data Recovery
Websites—Screen Repairs

www.cfscomputers.co.uk

