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From the Board of Trustees... 

Hello, I’m Heather Roythorne-Finch and I am one of the two Vice Chairmen of 
your Federation. I joined the Board of Trustees (BOT) in 2017 having been 
President of Old Dalby WI and on its committee for a few years. This gave me 
an interest in the Federation and how it supports WIs across Leicestershire 
and Rutland. Getting involved with the Federation, I tried a couple of 
committees, before settling in with House and Finance for a few years. I am 
now a member of Stathern WI. 

Working full time hasn’t been a barrier to getting involved with the committees 
or BOT. We hold meetings during the day and evening to suit committee 
members. Being able to attend virtually, with myself and others logging in and 
those that can being at WI House, creates flexibility and is inclusive.  

Attending a WI coffee morning in 2012 was my first ‘toe dip’ into the wonderful 
organisation we are all a part of. I was made so welcome and encouraged to 
go along to the next WI evening. This took courage, as I was at a crossroads in 
my life, but very much needed something new. Taking that step to join the WI 
has been such a positive experience, I’ve made lifelong friends of all ages, had 
a go at so many fun things from willow weaving to belly dancing (not my forte) 
and the campaigns such as stem cell donation resonate with me.  

I enjoy baking, trying new crafts and gardening, though there is always too much to do in the garden, so I often 
loaf in chair with a book and look at the flowers instead of tackling the jobs! I should add for balance, that I also 
enjoy a G&T with friends and binge watching a good TV drama series. 

WI House comes to life with ideas, planning and sometimes tricky decision making when BOT and the 
committees are meeting and you, as the WI members, are at the heart of these plans. You are always welcome 
to come along and see what BOT or a committee is all about, contact Sarah, your Federation Secretary to 
arrange a visit. We’ll have the kettle on. 

National Annual Meeting Liverpool  

Over 40 LRFWI members attended the National Annual 
Meeting at the M&S Bank Arena in Liverpool on Saturday 11 
June, in person for the first time since Covid. Most travelled 
to Liverpool the day before and enjoyed a bright but blustery 
afternoon of sightseeing followed by an evening socialising 
before the meeting the following day. Some delegates, 
advisers and observers also joined the meeting from home 
using the online option.  
 
See Pages 2 & 3 for more photos and the full report.  

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/
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National Annual Meeting Liverpool  

Ann Jones, NFWI Chairman started the meeting positively telling us that many new members joined in the last 
year despite uncertain times and financial pressures. NFWI are committed to continuing to absorb costs as 

much as possible to keep membership fees as low as possible. Cost 
reductions include the digital mailing saving £50k per year. NFWI are 
looking to simplify rules where possible but this is difficult in an 
increasingly regulated and litigious world. Flexibility options are being 
considered and more information will be shared with members in the 
coming year. The Denman Trust will continue pursuit of its charitable 
objectives, now the estate has been sold a new educational model will be 
established. A recruitment competition has been launched with £200 prize 
for the biggest percentage membership increase for WIs and the same for 
Federations. New recruitment materials have been launched to support 
this. 

Jeryl Stone, Honorary Treasurer gave a summary of the accounts which are available to view. Reserves enabled 
the 3 month free membership extension during Covid and though reserves are still held most are investments 
that can decrease without warning. £21k was received from gift aid income so please keep sending the forms in. 
2022-23 subscriptions will remain unchanged and a decision will be made on 2023-24 subscriptions following 
Autumn National Council.  
Margaret Broome, Chairman of the Federation of Women’s Institutes of Northern Ireland told us they are 
celebrating 90 years with smaller, more cost effective events which has proved popular.  
Anne Kerr, President of the Scottish Women’s Institute told us they were proud to have the ACWW conference 
coming to Glasgow in September. Scotland have 32 digital champions.  
Kate Garbers spoke about modern slavery with 40 million suspected victims worldwide with much going 
unidentified. There are an estimated 100k victims in the UK and this has been increasing year on year. Sexual 
exploitation and forced marriage are the biggest issues for women nationally and globally with approx. 16k 
victims in the UK in 2021. Referrals for suspected victims are made using the National Referral Mechanism 
(NRM). 
After lunch Alison Long, Honor Oak WI, West Kent Federation proposed the resolution. Women and Girls with 
ASD & ADHD - under-identified, under-diagnosed, misdiagnosed, under-supported. 
Women and girls presenting with autistic spectrum disorder (ASD) and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) are going undiagnosed. The NFWI calls on the government and funding bodies to fund research into the 
female presentation of ASD and ADHD, and for action to be taken to improve the diagnosis process for women 
and girls, to ensure that they are equipped to better manage these conditions and do not suffer in silence.  The 
NFWI further calls on WI members to raise awareness within their WIs of the issues facing women and girls with 
ASD and ADHD. Rebecca Chauhan, Seven Hills WI, South Yorkshire Federation seconded. 
Professor Francesca Happ, Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience at Kings College London spoke in support of 
the resolution, explaining diagnosis leads to better outcomes for individuals and enables them to be prescribed 
medication which supports them. A diagnosis aids self understanding and enables others to support an 
individual. 
Ginny Russell, Associate Professor of Sociology at 
Exeter University spoke against the resolution saying 
that diagnosis is not necessarily the answer. Ginny 
felt that the terms mis-diagnosis and under-diagnosis 
assumed there is a correct level which there is not 
and the word ‘suffer’ was an objectionable portrayal. 
Ginny felt support could be given based on need not 
diagnosis.  
The resolution was carried with 96.5% of votes, 
following a count of in person and online votes, so 
work can begin straight away. 
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We were delighted to 
see Polly Morgans 
collect the Elizabeth 
Bell trophy on behalf 
of Ashby Spa WI and 
to see their 
magnificent 
scrapbook displayed 
for all to enjoy. 

Sarah Clarke OBE, who has since February 2018 
served as the first female Black Rod, gave a very 
inspiring talk about her experience in this role and her 
previous role as Championship Director at Wimbledon. 
Sarah is motivated by team work and would encourage 
leaders to associate with everyone and ‘walk the floor’. 
She advised us to value people and listen to yourself. 
She spoke of the current challenge to get together yet still benefit from the use of technology – move forward but 
don’t lose the essence of what/who you are. She encouraged us to walk our own path and help others do the 
same.  
To end Ann Jones urged us all to ask women we know who aren’t in the WI why they aren’t and pass this on to 
our institutes. The Annual Meeting in 2023 will be in Cardiff with final date and details to be arranged following 
feedback from this hybrid meeting.  

 

Judith Heatley, Thurnby & Bushby WI President, attended the annual meeting for the 

first time.  

I was so excited, I had my hair done specially. We had a good journey from Leicester, 

all was going to plan and then some of us decided to visit Crosby Beach to see the 

Gormley statues (the men on the beach). The mask kept some of the sand from our 

mouth and eyes and the hair, as you can see, did its own thing. Back at the hotel I 

discovered just how invasive sand could be and attempted to untangle the locks.  

Was I put off? Not at all. We had a fantastic conference, excellent speakers,  lots of 
good company and lots of laughs. Would I go again?  Most definitely. Would I have my 
hair done specially? Probably not? 

National Annual Meeting Liverpool  

Faith Visit 

On a lovely warm sunny day a few ladies met up at The 
Quakers Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. 
Firstly, we had a welcome tea/coffee and biscuits 
provided by the ladies of Clarendon Park WI and that 
was followed by a very informal but such an informative 
talk given by Quaker Janet Parry on how the Quakers 
got started in the UK 
by George Fox and 
Elizabeth Fry. It was 
surprising to learn 
what large multi-
national chocolate 
and sweet companies 
were started by 
Quakers. She also 
went on to tell us little 
about the background 
of the religion and 
how they follow their 
chosen religion - so 
interesting especially 
in the modern day and 
age. 

Radio 103 The Eye 

After the last Board of Trustees meeting some of us 
stayed to chat on a radio show! Our aim was to raise 
awareness of the WI and Federation in the local area 
and to recruit new members. We all spoke about what 
we love about the WI and chose a favourite music 
track to be played.  
The show will be on 103fm The Eye and will be 
available online at www.103theeye.co.uk in the 
coming months, keep an eye on our Facebook page 
for updates on the broadcasting schedule. 
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Membership 

The LRFWI Membership Committee is responsible for assisting WIs with any help they require.   
I hope you find the following items useful. Mandy Cutler, Membership Committee Chair.  
 

This event took place on the sunny evening of Friday July 1st. We had over 240 participants across the 2 
counties. 

Some rounds were more popular than others, including food and drink. Whilst the questions on China and the 
History multiple choice were not favourites! However, the consensus was that it was an enjoyable and fun 
evening. 

It was a close-run thing, but the winning team across the 4 venues was 
the Oakham Ospreys with a total of 56. Well done, ladies! 

Below you can see a photo of the winning team at each of the 4 venues. 

A big thank you to the host WIs for providing such warm and generous 
hospitality and to all those who supported this event. 

At Burton Lazars overall winners the Oakham Ospreys with 56 points: 
Annie Wilkinson, Sherida Evans, Margaret Hall and Liz Sime (pictured 
left). 

 

 

 

At Ashby Castle, Nailstone WI with 46 points:  Alison Pailing, Shirley 
Sanderson, Liz Jackson, Anne Chant (pictured right). 

 

 

 

 

At Ullesthorpe, Leire Two with 50 points: Chris Pope, Cynthia Smart, Hazel 
Tingle, and Margaret Deaville (pictured left). 

 

 

 

 

At Wigston Magna, The Dolly Mixtures from 
Narborough and Littlethorpe with 47 points: Judy 
Wheatley, Ann Burton, Jenny Hudson and Trish 
Arnold (pictured right). 

LRFWI Federation Quiz 2022 

WI Raffle 

60% of proceeds go to Federations so please encourage your members to buy a ticket. 
Spare tickets are available from WI House. 

1st Prize - £10,000 

2nd Prize – 10kg Washing Machine 1400rpm spin speed with FiberCatcher™ technology 

3rd Prize – Espresso Machine – Artisan 5KES6503 

4th Prize – Top price Theatre Tickets for Two 

Runners up prizes include Singer sewing machine and Martha Hill Beauty hamper box. 

Counterfoils, unsold tickets and cheques (made payable to WI Enterprises Ltd) to be 
returned to NFWI by 23 September 2022. 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/125684.htm
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Leisure Activities 

Are you the one in your gang who gets your friends together for social outings?  
Do you enjoy gathering your pals for a trip to the cinema or the theatre or just for a walk?   

How many times have you heard someone say, “Well, I’ve lived here all my life and I never knew 
this was here!” after being taken somewhere new? 

If this is you, or you know someone who fits the bill, the Leisure committee would be very pleased to have you on 
board. If you’re thinking I couldn’t do anything on that scale, worry not! We are here to help you with the 
organising side and you will be pleasantly surprised to find it’s a lot easier than you thought. 
We’re a small (but not yet perfectly formed!) committee beavering away to find things we hope our members will 
enjoy which is why we need you and your friends to join our little band. If you are still hesitant, come along to one 
of our meetings to suss us out! Usually 3rd Wednesday each month 10.00 am at WI House and occasionally on 
Zoom. Contact Maxilyn for more details—maxilyngeary@lrfwi.org. 

Everyone had an enjoyable guided tour around Belgrave St Peters church yard followed by a cream tea at WI 
House. After the tea some stayed to listen about the history of WI House and had a guided tour which included 
the basement and the attic. 
 
Have you been to WI House 
yet?  
 
Watch out for flyers advertising 
our next events on Facebook 
and via your WI secretary.  

Are you over 60 years old?  Would you like to help a PhD student at Leicester University with her research?  I 
certainly am and I have! 

Tahani is a delightful young lady who I met when I volunteered to do exactly that but she needs more volunteers, 
especially men.  Are you or the ‘more mature’ men in your life able to help? 

Although described as a computer-based search task, it is really nothing more than a glorified eye test with an 
added task that involves pressing the left or right keys to correspond with the images on the screen. No IT 
knowledge is needed whatsoever.   

You need to have no neurological or cognitive disorders and good vision with glasses. The test takes around 1½ 
to 2 hours and includes breaks between the tasks. There is a payment of £18 to compensate for your time.  
Tahani may be able to provide a parking permit for blue badge holders. 

I’ve been involved with these tasks before and after the courses had finished the volunteers were invited to a 
presentation to see how the research was used. 

If you feel you can help, please email Tahani on ta259@leicester.ac.uk for further details.  
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Federation Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All events may be photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed. Speakers subject to change at short notice. 

See our website for latest event availability https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/event-calendars/federation-events#Federation Events 

Public Affairs and International Committee Event 

Science Question Time 

“Going Net Zero” 

Wednesday 21 September 2022 

WI House, 135 Loughborough Road, Leicester, 

LE4 5LQ 

7 for 7.30pm 

Tickets: £8 to include tea/coffee 

A talk by Dr Andrew Reeves, Associate Professor in Energy 

and Sustainable Development at De Montfort University. 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI secretary. Completed booking form is essential to 

secure tickets. 

Fundraising Committee 

Autumn Lunch 

Sunday 18 September 2022 

 

Devonshire Place, 78 London Rd, 

Leicester, LE2 0RA 

11.30am for drinks,/coffee, 12.30pm lunch 

Tickets: £30 (for two course lunch) 
 

Guest Speaker: Nick Hamilton 

Barnsdale Gardens, Rutland. Writer, author and radio 

broadcaster. Enjoy his talk on Barnsdale after Geoff (1996-

present day) 
 

Please indicate at the time of booking any dietary 

requirements and your menu choices which can be found 

on the flyer. 
 

Family and friends welcome. If you would like tickets for this 

event, please contact your WI Secretary.   

PAT Testing at WI House 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday 1 & Thurs 3 November 2022 

10am-2pm, WI House 

£2.50 per item 

Portable electronic appliances used at WI meetings should 

be PAT tested annually to ensure they are safe. This is an 

ideal opportunity for you to have your appliances tested as 

conveniently as possible. 

Please contact WI House to book a date and time. 

Microsoft 365 

Training 

Thursday 1 

September 2022 

10-11.30am & 1-2.30pm, WI House 

No charge 
 

Learn about the benefits of, and how to operate, a 

Federation Microsoft 365 account where you can access all 

your WI documents from anywhere. You could have a WI 

email address, store all your files on the cloud based 

system rather than your own computer and have access to 

online meetings using Microsoft Teams.  
 

If you would like to make a booking, please contact your WI 

secretary stating your preferred session and if you will be 

bringing your own device. 

Leisure Activities Committee event 

Stratford Christmas Market 

Friday 9 December 2022 

£14.50 per person from Oakham 

£12.50 per person from WI House or Burbage 
 

The 2022 Stratford-upon-Avon Victorian Christmas Market 

has over 300 stalls featuring traditional gift & craft stalls, 

street food stalls, vintage fun fair rides, and a plethora of 

street & staged entertainment by amateurs & professionals. 

Coach from Oakham Bus Station, John Street 9.30am, WI 

House 10am and Burbage (Three Pots Rd bus stop LE10 

2JJ) 10.30am, leaving Stratford at 4.00pm.  

The closing date is Monday 7 November 2022. 

If you would like tickets for this event, please contact your 

WI secretary. Family and friends welcome. 

Board of Trustees Event 

WI House Welcome Event 

Saturday 1 October 2022 

WI House, 135 Loughborough 

Road, Leicester, LE4 5LQ 

11am-2pm 
 

WI House is for you all, as members, to enjoy. We would be 

delighted if you would like to visit to learn more about the 

Federation with a warm welcome from our Board of 

Trustees. Memorabilia display, committee displays, house 

tours and garden open. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Please let us know you are coming by calling WI House 

0116 2661342 or emailing wihouse@lrfwi.org by Monday 

19 September 2022. 

 

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/event-calendars/federation-events#Federation Events
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Around the Counties 

Our members enjoyed a very 

artistic evening when Jo Burton 

from The Floral Academy was 

our guest to demonstrate some 

of her beautiful floral 

arrangements. Jo’s creations 

always start with a base of 

foliage of different colours, 

shapes and sizes and as she worked she told us about her 

career in floristry and the workshops and courses that she 

now runs. She told us about planting her garden with shrubs 

that give good foliage for her designs and gave us lots of tips 

– rosemary is 

particularly good in 

small containers! Her 

first arrangement was 

in a tall container to 

which she added pink 

roses and peonies, the 

second a low, 

rectangular theme 

used vibrant yellow and orange blooms and for the third Jo 

packed a round wicker basket with 

small pink, purple and white flowers. 

Lastly she showed us how to make an 

arrangement in a “cupcake” style 

container, which all our members had 

been given along with a selection of 

suitable flowers, so we could make one 

of our own. We were all pleased with 

our results and four lucky raffle winners 

took home one of Jo’s creations! 

Our member, Sheila Loughan, had celebrated a very special 

birthday before our meeting so we took the opportunity to 

sing “Happy Birthday” to her. 

We again provided refreshments for the Tea Dance on our 
village carnival day, which were much appreciated. A large 

group of members met at Palmer’s Garden Centre in 
Ullesthorpe and enjoyed a delicious Jubilee afternoon tea 
together with lots of chat and laughter. 

In March, Huncote members were 
busy making  Easter crafts, very 
ably led by our Programme 
Planning Team, Chris and Sue. 
We had lots of laughs, producing 
several impressive works of art. 
Inevitably, we needed to do some 
“Speaker Juggling” as Covid 
infections got in the way of 

scheduled speakers. Ian Pettit 
came to us in April at very short 
notice, his photography talk “On 
Your Doorstep” was excellent. Not only did he inspire us to 
get out into our locality and snap away with our mobile 
phones, but he also showed us many fascinating places to 
visit – most with a tea-room attached! 
In May we heard about the numerous types of scams to be 
avoided. Ian Parry from Blaby District Council gave a very 
interesting and informative talk entitled “Friends against 
scams”.  
He encouraged us to be extremely wary for ourselves and 
watchful for others in an effort to avoid being scammed. 
Our June speaker was Michelle Camm, her inspirational talk 
“A lioness, my story of cancer, courage, love and friendship” 
covered her health challenge in overcoming cervical cancer.  
In addition, she successfully challenged herself to write and 
publish her book of the same title.  
All Huncote organisations were invited to produce a display 
to mark the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. The event was 
hosted by, and held in, St. James’ Church. Our WI produced 

a photographic display showing events that took place over 
the 55+ years of our existence. Memorabilia, ancient and 
modern was also included. It was a great feeling to share 
our story and showcase the WI alongside other village 
organisations. If you look closely at the photograph, you may 
see a few “WInnies” on display!             
 

 

Broughton Astley Huncote 

Jammers were thrilled to have the full 
complement of the band at their last 
practice now that all our musicians are 
thankfully restored to good health. They 
are a hugely talented bunch whose music 
we rely on completely to keep us on track. 

We are delighted to welcome several new dancers to our 
ranks but there is still room for more! Come along to St 
Bart’s church hall in Kirby Muxloe from 10.00-noon on the 

last Saturday of the month to see for yourself.  

Further information can be found at 
www.jerusalemjammers.co.uk or by searching for Jerusalem 
Jammers on Facebook.          

Jerusalem Jammers 



Around the Counties 

8    County News    August 2022 

Our guest entertainers this week were Los Amigos, usually 

there are three members but unfortunately, one of the team 

was unwell, but two gentleman, Harry on the drums and 

Neville on the guitar, gave us a very interesting and 

informative talk and entertained us with some great music. 

They played us rhythms and we had to guess which dance 

would have accompanied the tune, such as Salsa, Cha Cha. 

Tango etc. then they played tunes which we had to name. 

Harry then gave us a demonstration of the many types of 

drums which he had brought and the ways they can be 

played. He played with his hands and fingers not sticks. 

He had Bongos, Congo Drum, Peruvian collecting box, 

Samba Drum (which makes animal noises by rubbing a wet 

cloth on a pole inside the drum which had an open end) and 

a Box drum (which we thought was a speaker when we saw 

it). Harry sat on it and created a rhythm by beating a tune on 

it. It made a higher sound at the top of the box and a deeper 

sound lower down. 

Neville then used his guitar to demonstrate the various 

rhythms and tones of the Cuban style of music, he played 'el 

condor passa' which most now know as a Simon and 

Garfunkel classic, plus how to produce the classical South 

American sound. 

Members enjoyed tortilla chips and dips while listening. 

We welcomed lots of guests to our meeting and hope that 

they enjoyed the evening and will come again. 

Our next meeting will be on 19th July 'Life of Bees' with the 
Bee Farmer. All guests welcome, we meet at 7.30pm. 

Stoke Golding 

18 members 
enjoyed an 
evening of 
pétanque at a local 
pub. One of our 
members plays 
pétanque regularly 
and together with 
her fellow 

teammates 
showed us how to 
play. She also provided cakes for us to enjoy. 

Thurnby and Bushby 

It was lovely to see so many members and guests at 
Walton's Jubilee Tea Party. It was a most enjoyable 
occasion when we very belatedly celebrated Walton WI's 
90th birthday as well as the Queen's 70 years on the throne.   

Walton Le Wolds 

On a warm Tuesday evening in June, Reverent Canon Alan 

Haydock talked about confessions of a country vicar. Alan 

was the rural Dean of the parish of Bingham and a Canon of 

Southwell Minister. The room was filled with laughter during 

his talk, and not once did Alan refer to any notes or prompts.  

He often gives talks to Mothers’ Unions and greatly respects 

the WI as Angela Baker, who organised the Calendar Girls, 

is now the wife of the vicar of Skipton. 

All his life he says he has been misunderstood, which makes 

his stories even more amusing, along with his excellent 

delivery. As a lad he told his father he wanted to do nowt 

when he grew up. After his ordination his father shook his 

hand and said, “well lad you got what you wanted…… a life 

of doing nowt!” 

One of his many stories was about the village of East 

Bridgford, where, if the congregation went into double figures 

the organist played an extra hymn. At Evensong, Alan 

unaware of this practice, was passed a note by the organist 

saying Radiant Morn Hath Passed Away (a very old-

fashioned hymn). On receiving this Alan asked the people to 

say a prayer for Radiant Morn who had died! In another 

small village which had 52 inhabitants and 21 houses the 

Bishop came to attend the service. Only 8 people turned up 

for the service and when the Bishop asked did people know 

he was coming, he was told no, but word must have got 

around. Alan also told us about Justin Welby when he 

became the Bishop of Canterbury he needed his shoes 

repairing. In Canterbury there were 2 shoe repairers, one C 

of E and one Catholic. Unfortunately, he went to the Catholic 

one who put up a notice stating shoe repairer to Bishop 

Justin Welby. A notice saying Cobblers to the Pope 

appeared in the C of E shop. 

He finished with an interesting thought. Houses of 
Parliament, rearrange the letters and what do you get? 
Loonies far up Thames! 

Kilby 
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As member Sheila 

Price entered the June 

meeting, all the others 

present stood up and 

curtseyed. She had 

attended the Lord 

Lieutenant’s Platinum 

Jubilee garden party 

at Beaumanor Hall, 

having been nominated as one of the 70 people who turned 

70 this year. She was most worthy of the honour, since she 

did volunteer work and fundraising for Guide Dogs, and 

walking dogs for people with cancer on behalf of the 

Cinnamon Trust. This charity also provides foster care for 

dogs whose owners are in hospital, or have died. Sheila also 

worked as matron for the NHS, having set up and managed 

the dialysis centre in Loughborough. She reacted to the 

curtseys with a mixture of embarrassment and amusement. 

The photo shows her, on the right, with her guest, fellow 

member Beryl Boyes.  

Our speaker was Alan Heggs, who spoke about speakers’ 

clubs, and the art of public speaking. Although many people 

are terrified of speaking in public, these people do it as a 

hobby, for fun! Nervous beginners are treated very gently, 

and offered a positive critique, as he demonstrated to a 

member who is due to speak at her grandson’s wedding, and 

asked for his advice. 

In a speaker, the topic is often less important than the 

delivery, and Alan went through the various aspects of it, 

including timing, use of the voice, gestures, eye contact, 

vocabulary and word pictures, as well as pitch and pace, 

passion and use of humour. A very experienced speaker, he 

clearly demonstrated all of these in his interesting and 

extremely well delivered talk. We particularly enjoyed the part 

when he mentioned being given a topic, and having only the 

time it takes to reach the lectern to decide what to say, he 

walked the long way round the room to gain more time. His 

talk made for a very enjoyable evening. 

Anstey 

For the Queen’s Jubilee we were invited to decorate the 
porch of the Methodist Church as part of their Flower 
Festival. A shelving unit was made to fit the Church’s arched 
window which was 
filled with 
memorabilia and 
jam jar posies from 
members. A large 
table display was 

arranged by two 
members, Mary 
and Sue, and a 
small table held 
arrangements 
including the 
Queen complete with crown knitted by our member Jill. We 
had also knitted corgis (variable in size and colour) which 
were hidden in flower arrangements throughout the Church 
with a chocolate corgi prize for those who found them all. 

Markfield 

We didn't let the rain dampen our 
spirits and carried on regardless 
at the Platinum Jubilee Tea Party 
in the garden of member Biddy 
Saunders. A bring & share buffet, 
Pimm's & royal quizzes were 
enjoyed by all.  

Members also took part in 
the village celebrations over 
the Jubilee weekend. Janet 
Kirk won the best dressed 
house competition.   

Margaret Howard & Jane 
Kirkland pictured smiling 
despite the rain. 

Barkby and Beeby 

The grand unveiling of "A Stitch in Time" took place in the 
Quorn Library attended by our MP Jane Hunt, local 
dignitaries and instigators of the art project to commemorate 
"What the Village means to its inhabitants". Over 60 people 
took part with an age range 4 to 90 years of age. Five 
members of Quorn WI took part and produced four panels 
depicting the WI, walks around Stafford Orchard during 
lockdown, a lone swan on the lake who went on to find 
another mate was intended to inspire friends who had found 

themselves alone during this time and to assure that life 
goes on.  

Three of us were able to attend the unveiling with other 
contributors and many people will now be able to view the 
panel in the village library. It is an inspiration and something 
the village can be 
proud of. 

Quorn 
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In June we held our very popular outdoor annual plant, cake 

and preserve sale with a Jubilee theme as part of our village 

celebrations. This was well attended and attracted local 

walkers as well as members and residents. It was also a fine 

day and provided an opportunity to meet new people and 

promote our WI.  

 

 

 

 

At our monthly meeting, Decadent 
Desserts were the theme of the 
evening when Gail Wooliscroft, a 
member of the L&R Federation 
Board of Trustees set our taste buds 
tingling with a demonstration of 
Lemon and Lime Crunch Pie, 
Strawberry and Coconut Trifle and 
Waffle Berry Pudding, all made 
within 45 minutes. Members then 
enjoyed the taste test with 
temptingly large portions which were 
delicious.  

Everyone took copies of 
the recipes home and 
agreed that it was a 
very professional and 
informative 
presentation. 

Leire 

In June we celebrated the Platinum Jubilee with a tea party. 
The aptly named Jubilee Hall was trimmed with flags and 
bunting and a continuous table laid in a row resembling a 
street party. Guests of honour were Glenice Wignall, 
Federation Chair and Sharon Astill, Soar Valley Group 
Secretary.  

The evening commenced with the singing of Jerusalem after 
which members tucked into a selection of sandwiches, jelly, 
fruit, cream scones and a celebratory cake washed down 
with a copious amount of tea. Members were entertained 
with mind boggling tricks by a table magician and also able 
to participate in a ‘Guess what’s in the Parcel’ quiz. The 
evening ended with a toast to the Queen and the singing of 
the National Anthem. A lovely social evening spent in the 
company of friends celebrating a special occasion.   

Cossington 

We are busy making plans to celebrate our Centenary year. 

Minutes found, recorded the very first meeting dated 13th 

December 1922. 

June has been a very 

busy month. As part of 

the Jubilee celebrations 

our presentation of 

Bitteswell WI 

memorabilia was very 

well received by visitors 

to the Memorabilia 

Exhibition in the village 

church. This was a wonderful display promoting 100 years of 

Bitteswell WI. 

Our ladies had a very 

enjoyable evening together 

at the Wycliffe Rooms, 

Lutterworth. The Mikron 

Theatre Group entertained 

us with a production of Red 

Sky at Night. 

At June’s meeting Julia Wallis gave a very interesting talk 

about the history of spinning and the journey from fleece to 

yarn. She discussed the different 

breeds of sheep and the process 

of washing the fleece, dyeing with 

natural products and turning it into 

yarn. Julia gave a demonstration 

on her spinning wheel, we also 

had the opportunity to try using 

drop spindles and spinning sticks. 

It was all harder than Julia made 

it look. 

Bitteswell 
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For our June meeting we invited a representative from 

Leicestershire Police to talk to us about security.       

Security covers a multitude: we started in the home with 

burglaries. When reported these are all logged by the police 

and slot into grades 1 – 4. If we suffer such an event we 

should immediately report it on either 999 or 101. The latter 

for not quite such serious matters, but if undecided and call 

999 the operator will advise if we should call 101. 

We then covered doorstep scams, which can be one person, 

but often 2 or 3; the first person distracting us and the others 

going into the home via an alternative route. To make their 

entry more authentic the perpetrator will wear a high vis 

jacket. If in any doubt – even if they say they are from an 

authority, water, gas, electric – DON’T let them in. Keep the 

chain on the door and then report to the police. 

We also touched on internet, email and telephone scams. 

The callers often have limited skills in writing and speaking. If 

there are copious spelling errors and bad grammar, dismiss 

any contacts immediately. Also remember your bank will 

NEVER ring you. Also NEVER give your pin number to 

anyone. 

I could go on at great length as it is amazing how the villains 

operate. We must always be alert and very, very careful. 

Our meeting ended with the usual “none fattening” 
refreshments – well done ladies. Must just mention that the 
first number to be picked out by the speaker for our raffle 
was 999. You couldn’t make it up could you!!! 

Illston on the Hill 
June was a very entertaining and enjoyable meeting. 

We welcomed Barry 

Watson, a raconteur and 

musician to our meeting. 

Barry has spent many 

years organising barge 

hotel holidays. With his 

wife and friends, over a 

number of years, he 

provided weeks holidays 

on a narrowboat. This 

included full board 

accommodation with 

ensuite facilities and 

entertainment.  

He had an endless supply of anecdotes about the agonies 

and delights of his adventures. There were stories of his 

guests and how he coped with the difficult tasks involved in a 

restricted place. He had songs to sing, and we needed very 

little encouragement to join in. A very cheerful chap. We 

finished the afternoon looking at all the Jubilee memorabilia 

brought in by members. 

We were thanked by the staff and children of Ullesthorpe 
School for our help making bunting with the children. They 
drew their own ideas of the Queen’s celebration on material 

and members put them together and placed them round the 
school. Something to keep. 

A LITTLE DITTY FOR HER MAJESTY 

by SANDY DAKIN ULLESTHORPE WI. 

Let’s raise a toast to Her Majesty 

On this her Jubilee, 

She's served us well for seventy years 

With grace and dignity. 

She's seen the best and worst of times 

And change in every sphere, 

But she has remained immutable, 

A compass by which to steer. 

Her sense of duty, care and love 

Have given us hope and constancy 

When times have seemed so tough 

And the future hard to see. 

We New Elizabethans have much to thank her for,  

So let's celebrate her seventy years 

With parties, music and song. 

And remember that, for some of us 

Seventy years doesn't seem so long!! 

Ullesthorpe 

We celebrated our 40th anniversary in June and were 
delighted to welcome a surprise visitor with her new friend, 
Paddington Bear. A superb buffet was served and the 
catering ladies were relieved that the unexpected visitors had 
brought their own marmalade sandwiches. Members were 
very industrious making floral headbands, modelled by 
President Roz Rathbone and Jennifer Davey, a founder 
member who had the honour of cutting the enormous cake! 

Hollycroft 
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Jam and Jersusalem roses were 
proudly displayed on Barrow's 
73rd birthday cake, cut by 
president Sue Ellington. 

Jo Golby, took us on a journey 

with a talk on the "Time Travelling 

Tourist" at our June meeting.  

Holidays took off in the late 

Victorian era but you needed 

money. A wealthy lady would 

bring along her lady’s maid who 

was responsible for packing her 

trunks. Rail travel was becoming 

increasingly popular. Walking 

along the seaside promenade in 

your finery was essential.  

Horse-drawn carriages were also used for holiday transport 

for the lower classes, with charabancs replacing them. In 

their original form they were open to the elements, very 

uncomfortable, and only going 15 mph, ideal for short works 

outings. They were eventually replaced by the more 

comfortable coaches. 

From the 1920s onwards, families started to travel in their 

own cars to their holiday destinations, stopping for picnics, or 

having a meal at a new motorway service station. Granada 

was one of the first. 

Caravans became popular, either towing your own or renting 

a static at a camping site. We all have memories of gas 

lamps, tables converting into beds, toilets yards across the 

camp and seagulls making a din on the roof. Still popular 

today but definitely more sophisticated! For the more 

adventurous, a tent or a campervan was a must. Still is 

today. 

In 1936 Billy Butlin opened his first holiday camp in 

Skegness. Swimming pools, competitions and entertainment 

run by the Red Coats was the order of the day. Three resorts 

currently survive. Boarding houses and B&B 's were also 

popular. However, the increase of flying to far flung 

destinations has taken over our holiday choices, aided by our 

own Thomas Cook. Also, not forgetting the increasingly 

popular Cruise holiday.  

Jo reminded us that we had a very 
popular amusement park on our 
doorstep, Proctor's Amusement Park 

(Barrow by the Sea) built in 1948 by 
Jack Proctor. Caravan 
accommodation, with the addition of 
rowing boats, paddling pools, 
miniature railways, it was a great 
holiday for the family. Today, its 
attraction has sadly diminished but 
there are still a number of caravans 
on the site with a clubhouse, a la 
"Phoenix Nights"! 

Barrow Upon Soar 

To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee our members held 

an indoor street party. With all the tables decorated and 

members dressed in colourful red, white and blue outfits the 

scene was set for a lovely afternoon of celebration, food, and 

chat. The Platinum Players (Mary, Fran and Barbara) 

entertained us with poems 

and a sing along to remind us 

of the years our Queen has 

reigned.  

Our President Mary and our 

Secretary Val posed for the 

picture in our Jubilee selfie 

frame. 

Mary has a special birthday 
in June and was presented 
with a bouquet of flowers to 
mark this occasion. 

Ashby Castle 

Just by chance our June meeting had a Jubilee theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our speaker who we had booked was unable to turn up and 

we managed to find and book Janet and Paul Barrass who 

gave a talk entitled Happy and Glorious. 

We even had our very own 

Queen, with a few 

knighthoods in the mix. 

Both had some very 

interesting stories to tell, 

with some singing and 

magic thrown in. 

 

Everyone had a 
thoroughly good 
evening. 

Blackfordby 
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We celebrated the Platinum Jubilee by having a garden party 
with an afternoon cream tea provided by the committee. It 
was a very relaxed affair lots of chatting and reminiscing over 
the memorabilia on show. The cake, lemon sponge with 
lemon curd and Dubonnet and gin buttercream, was made by 
Yvonne and Andrea especially for the occasion. 

 

 

We also had a lovely day out at the 
National Memorial Arboretum. We walked 
to the WI memorial and some had a little 

train ride around the 150 acre site to see 
many of the other memorials 
commemorating major events/wars in 
history including ‘Shot at Dawn’, Christmas 
Truce, Women's Land Army and Memorial 
wall.  

Birstall and Wanlip 

 

We held a Jubilee Party in honour of our 
Queen. Our member Eileen White made a 
lovely Jubilee cake and a lovely time was 
had by all. 

South Wigston 

The Platinum Jubilee coincided 
with Hathern’s Big Week this 
year and the WI hosted 3 
events during the week. Firstly, 
there was a very interesting talk 
given by ‘Charlie’ from the 
Defence Medical Rehabilitation 
Centre (DMRC). Next was a 
coffee morning/learn to crochet 

drop in session for the village 
then on Saturday afternoon they 
held a very successful cake stall 
and afternoon tea event. 

Hathern 

June saw our Jubilee Celebrations with a very special visitor.  

The fuddle spread was 

absolutely fabulous with a 

variety of sweet and savoury 

dishes. Cold Prosecco and 

Elderflower Cordial was 

provided to wash it down. 

We had a surprise visit from 

her Majesty who was truly delightful and gave us a talk about 

her extremely interesting life from sitting in the Royal Box at a 

Madness concert to filming all over the world. 

A truly memorable meeting. 

Coleorton 

Members began working in January, using their combined 
designing, knitting, crocheting and 
sewing skills to create a colourful 
tribute to the Queen, celebrating 
her Platinum Jubilee. Displayed in 
the community library in the centre 
of Kibworth, it was enjoyed by 
everyone, with children seen 

playing with the knitted foods, 
making picnics on the knitted plates 
- and cuddling the cute corgis! 

Kibworth and Smeeton 



MARTIN TIBBLES 

 

PAINTING  & DECORATING                       

SERVICES 

For all your home and  

Exterior re-decoration  

requirements by a qualified  

tradesman. 

Covid Vaccinated 
 

Contact Martin on 

0116 2910489  or  07855 412 945 
Free estimates and advice given.  
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Please send material for County News to 
WI House by email: wihouse@lrfwi.org 
or post to arrive by the FIRST of the 
preceding month at the latest. 

Advertising Rates  

WI Announcements  5p pw  
For sale/wanted (WI only)  
5p per word text only. £5 per column inch 
with graphics. 
Minimum charge  £3.00 
Charity rate  £5.00 per column inch 
Commercial rate (including WI members 
business advertising) 
£9.00 per column inch 
 

Discounts available for regular  
advertisers. Please pay on receipt of 
invoice only.  
 

We do not accept any responsibility for any 
adverts published in County News. 

Advertisements 

CFS  Computers 
PC & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal—Data Recovery                                               

Websites—Screen Repairs                                                                  

www.cfscomputers.co.uk 

“CAN’T SEE WOOD FOR TREES?” QUIZ 2022 

Monthly Draw Winners! 

Congratulations to our Monthly Draw winners for June! 
 

1st Prize £25 

No. 55 
Pat Monk, Great Bowden WI 

 

2nd Prize £15 
No. 59 

Anthea Kenyon, Hallaton WI 
 

3rd Prize £10 
No. 40 

Pat Crane, Botcheston WI 
 

Thank you to all of the members who have 
supported the Federation by buying a Monthly 

Draw ticket! 

Another very popular quiz with 109 entries returned. Out of these, 54 
were all correct and the first one of these drawn out at random came from 
Jackie Harrison of North Kilworth WI who, when she received her £25 
prize, very kindly and generously returned it to me in order that it should 
go back into the quiz fund. Thank you so much Jackie, and well done for 
coming first out of the draw. 

If you sent an SAE or gave an email address with your entry, your paper 
or the answers have been returned to you. Do remember that even if you 
don’t complete your quiz sheet, it’s always worth sending it in to me with 
an email address or an SAE because that way I will always respond with 
the answers after the closing date. You should send it in anyway with a 
£1 coin attached if you are on my Subscribers’ list of course. 

Trees quiz made a magnificent £377 for County Funds, so thank you 
loyal quizzers for your support. My latest quiz: “Platinum Jubilee Quiz 
2022” is currently available with a closing date of 26th August 2022.  If 
you’d like to go on to my Subscribers’ list, just send me an email headed 
up: “Quiz Subscribers” and I’ll tell you how it works. Additionally, if you 
don’t already have a copy then again, send me an email and I’ll get one 
back to you by return or alternatively, if you are down at WI House, you 
can pick one up in Reception and put a £1 in the jar. 

Best wishes for a lovely summer to Happy Quizzers everywhere! 

Sue Lobb 


